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Take heed te thy ſelf, that thou forſake not the Levite, as yg as thou . 
liveſt upon the earth; 

ITHEs5.12,13- 
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| To my loving Chriſtian friend, M* John Raymond 
wilheth increaſ of Grace. 


SIR! 
FAX Coording to your earneſt deſire and my promiſe, Thave 
I ſent ok you the xolrgh thoſe {pas with large 
ERA adaitions, which four years ago 1 tenared to ſom of 

=508= our Church-forſakers, with hope to have gained 
them to unitie and communion with us, But b, that time Houſ> 
preaching was counted a fine knack, and our Engliſh people taught 
#0 queſtion the Calling of their Miniſters , to call them by new 
names,Baals Priefts,che black guard, Antichriftian Priefts,&c. 
And then tis high time to ſet up themſelvs , if they had livedin 
the primitive times, when Ghriſtians did meet in dens and ſecret 
places for the worſhip of Chri#t, with hazard of their lives, they 
would have counted it a bleſſed privilege t0 enjoy *R None of 
the Ordinances in publike Aſſemblies but now that libertie 
is granted, it i deſpiſed ;{our people are wanton and unthankful, 
Sarely our Lord Chriſt was no Corner-creeping Preacher , Hee 
diſclaimed it, 1 ſpake openly to the world, T ever taught in the 


Synagogue, whither the Jews reſort, andin ſecret have'l ſayal Job. 18.20; 


nothing : Neither doth hee allow it in hi ſervants, whoys hee 
forwarns not 16 ſeek him in Corners, Mat.2 4.26. if they ſhall 
ſay unto you, Behold he is in the deſari[ among thoſe whith withdraw 
themſelvs fromthe publike profeſſors, ] Go-not forth; * Behold hee 
# inthe ſecret Chambers, Beliey it not. When men fhall'fay 
unto yon, in ſuch a houſ or Chamber, there is one'that hold's forth 
Chriſt moſt ſweetly in aGoſpel-way, let us goto him, Go not forth, 
ates the Text, Believ it not : How ſhould any believit? for what 
ne new ſweet Doarine concerning Chrif# his perſon, oro ffives 
ave yee learned there, which yee were not taught before. Hawe yee 

y your new way '20!rew farther aſſurance of your ſalvation? 

| A 3 Have 
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The Epiſtle. 
Have yee thereby grows in grace, and more eſcaped the corrup. 
tons that are in the world through lu# 8 'or are yee more intangled 
in the ſame ? What? Chriſt ſweetly held forth , and yet no ſa- 
vour of that knowledg ſtick upon your ſouls? 1 demand with 

3 Cor.rr.4. $,Paul, Hee that cometh and preacheth,aoth hee preach another 
Jeſus, wbow wee have net preached, or another ſpirit , or ano- 
ther Goſpel which yee have not accepted ? Chriſt held forth in 
private, & it the ſame Chriſt, or another * the ſame way of Juſtt- 
fication, the ſame ſpirit of ſanitification, which wee have taught, 

another 2. if another, 7 boldly affirm it , it s afalſ Chriſt, a 
— faGopel, a falſ ſpirit « But if the ſame, why do people deſert the 
Ordipance, as if it were not the ſame ? Tes, becauſ other men have 
a better way of Teaching Chriſt,and wee gonot from-one Chriſt ro 
another, but to the ſame Chriſt held forth in a ſweeter manner. 
Anſw. 1fchat bee the intent, then it js your wiſeſt and ſureſt way 
-t0 partake of both, viz.of the Bleſſing of God in the Aſſemblies, 
and of the help of anothers gifts, either before or after the pub- 
lick, by which means .you will avoid the ſcandal now giveo 
(which an hone man will make conſcience to do, and you l bee 
ſure to meet with Chri#, if hee bee any where manifeſted. 
S 1R, Tou may remember that I have often invited the people 
#0 com to mee, and open their doubts, mhich ſom have don (eſpect- 
ally when (clf-cxamination of our ſpiritual eſtates was more in uſe 
among ft Chrifians.) Yea, I have offered, that if any ſoul could 
think of any matter or Text which might ſerv to anſwer their 
doybts, to.caf their ſcruples, to dire their Conſciences 7» 
particular Caſes , or to inform their mindes in any point or Text 
not uſually. handled, that they ſhould chuſe the way to acquaint 
mee with their deſires, and 1 would ftudie to anſwer their expecia-» 
tion - I do net remember, that any made uſe of this liberty, be- 
ſides your ſelf, who oncedefired mee to preach upon that Text, Joh. 
6. 44+ which I readily did in two Sermons, and ſhall as readily 
ao the like, for any ſoul in the Congregation.. I have not uſed 
Fs 


The Epille: 

ro:trouble their heads with Controverſies of the times, but when 1 
had finiſhed my Bodie of Divinitie, (which was the ſubje of 
my morning. Sermons , wherein 1 aimed chiefly. at Laying. of 
foundations, 4s in the afternoons Sermons,going through ſomentire 
piece of Scriptnre ( as the whole Epiille to the latians, » 
wherein I aimed eſpecially at larger Applications for inſtruRtion 
in holineſs and trials of our ſpiritual eſtate.) In the year 1647» 
The Teſtimonie of the London Miniſters againſt the brow of 
the times coming forth, I (to avoid ſuſpicion of loading the times 
with Errors,) did #ake the Opinions as they were there drawn up 
to my hands and upon each head, 1 laid down one or two diſtin- 
ions wery breifly (not by Obj.and Sol.) that ſo by ſorting eve | 
thing apart, the Chaff by it ſelf, the Wheat by it ſelf ; my people "b-5-14; 
might have their ſenſes exerciſedto diſcern both good and evil, 
and ſee in which fide of the diſtinQion lay the Truth and in 
which the Error, and ſo neither condemn all nor imbrace all 
things in the Lump, but bee able to diſcern things that differ. In 
all which, as in the courſ of my miniſterie, with all caution and 
tenderneſs avoiding this,Never to encourage any thing of the 
fleſh, nor diſcourage any thing of the ſpirit'in my Hearers. 
The which exerciſes, if God bee pleaſed to wi ts my health,1 intend 
ſhortly to reviſe and publiſh, | 

Learned men will wonder, why 1 ſhould come forth now in the 
Fag end of the day with a ſtale Controverſie : But ſolong «s ſin 
reign's, we ought not to bee ſilent. Varictie of Books , though for 
marter the ſame, 7s of good uſe + Tou ſee that notwithitanding 
allthe Ammunition i» the * Kingdom, there is new made * Common- 
daily, ſome are naked, or the old is loft, ſoit is in Books, which _ _y 
are more needful then Arms, all com not into all hands, many would _ 
read little, | how were not new. 1t's noted of the Arrians, that 
they got the ſway of the world, and overtopt the Orthodox, partly 
by their ſubtilty crerping into Emperors Courts , partly by their 
wnwearied diligence the Orthodox after ſound Confuration of 


their 
4 


Phil.t. 10. / 


| | Rom,16.17. 
; 
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their Herefie, fitting down content with that diſcharge of 2heir 
dutie : And ſurely if ever onr glorious lights of the ſani#narie bee 
pat out, and new ones ſet up in their ſtead, next unto God's wrath 
penally infliting ſach a judgment for a Peoples unthankfulneſs, 
it will bee- aſcribed to our Vazinefs, and their unwearicd dili- 
gence, rather then to any truth of their Cauſ; or excellence of their 
Arguing : For they do not or will not know when they are con- 
futed, bat after their Arguments anſwered ten times over , they 
are as brisk zo offer new, diſputation, inſiſting upon their old 
bald Arguments , as if never uttered before; their diligence 
onld provoke us tothe like , if not their diligence,yet love to their 


ſouls thould , remembring that of Paul, in meekneſs inſtruting 


thoſe that oppoſe themſel-vs, if at any time God will give them re- 
pentance fo the acknowledging of the truth, that they may re- 
cover themſelvs out of the ſnare'of the Divel , wee muſt not give 


over a Patient while there is hope , no not though they oppoſe 


themſelvs,6but with long-ſnffering they muſt bee infirufted,becauſ” 
as the gift of graces, ſo the time of grace 7s in God's hand alone. 
It is agreat $kill to diſcern who are to bee forborn and who to bee 
oppoſed , they that make Diviſions and parties in the Church and 
[eodalice the Dotrine are to bee avoided, others that walk hum- 
bly and peaceably. under-that weakneſs and diffenting Opi- 
nion from their brethren, are to bee forborn, loved; and cheriſhed, 
zill wee meet in heaven, where Luther and Calvin and all, whoſe 
Faith and hearts do center in the Lord Chriſt, ſhall for evermore 
bee fully agreed. To his Grace I commend you,who is able to eſtabliſh 


Yours, and the Churches ſervant. 
inthe Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


WILLIAM LYF ORD, 
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 Ouching the Office and Calling of Minifers, 
3 and Lay-men's preaching, the Queſtion is not, 
Whether Chriſtians may and ought privately 
to edifice one another by admonitions, counſels, 
reproofs, repetition , of Sermons, reading of 
good Books and other Chriſtian conferences , 
all this I grant and commend to pradtice from 
fy theſe Scriptures, Heb.3-13. 1 Theſ.4.$ 1 Theſ, 
5-11.14. Rom-15 14+ But the whole ſtate of the controverſie may 
fitly bee reduced to theſe three heads : TH, red 
veſt.:. Whether the work of a Miniſter in the Adminiſtration 

of the Word and Sacraments, bee a Calling, Office and work diſtin 
from the reſt of the people? Whether there bee any ſuch Calling ar 


* 


- Office for that holy work in the New Teſtament? © Afr. * 


2. Whether Ordination of Miniſters for Adminiſtration of 
Word and Sacraments bee an Ordinance of Chriſt in the New Te- 
fament? Afﬀer, | | 

3. Whether it bee lawful for men uncattel and unordained to. Take 
apon them the preaching of the Word: in the Name and with the 
autoritie of the Lord Jeſus,or the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments? 
The anſwer and determination of theſe three Queſtions will 


clearly ftate the Cauf, which 1 ſhall do in three Conclufions. | 
| | B 1. The 
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3-Conc lh 


1 Ebeſg; 12.12, 


The Work of the Minifterie © 4 Calling 
1. The Miniſterie is a difin# Calling and Office , which they are 
bound to attend unto, and None but they can or oughe to perform. 
- 2, Ordin«tion of Miniſters by impoſition of hands of other Mini- 
ſters for the Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments, is an Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt in the New Teſtament. 
- No man uncalled and #nordained can with good Conſcience ix- 
trade or enter upon that Work and Office, it is a great fin ſoto do. 
Of theſe I will ſpeak in order. | | 
The firſt Concluſion in Anfwer to the firſt Queſtion, viz. that the 
—_— is a diſttn& Office and Calling, is proved 1. By expreſs 
words of the Text, 3 Tim.3.1. if any man defire the Office: of a Biſpop, 
hee defireth a good work : The Text tell's you that Biſhop, or Preſ- 
byter, is an Office,a geod Office,and hee that is made a Biſhopis a man in 
high Office,even to take care of the Church of God,ver.5.and.in him 
there are required manie qualifications which are not required in 
other Believers. Again, Paul writing to the Philipp:ans doth plainly 
diſtinguiſh the Bodie of Saints from the Officers, To all the Saints which 
are at Philippi with the Biſhops and Deacons, Phil. 1. z. By Biſhops 
there, all nikeeſtand Miniſters of the Goſpel, in Office of Teaching 
diſtin& from the people, who were Saints, but not Biſhops. So in the 
Church of Fpheſus, the like diſtin&ien between Paſtor and People in 
reſpe& of Office and Calling is obferved. A#.20. Paul called for 
the Elders of the Church, verſ 17- Hee minde's them of their Offce, 
perſ28, Take heed to all the flock over which the holy Ghoſt hath 
made you overſeers or Biſhops, to feed the Chureh of God, for ſo did 
Chriſt ordain, and ſet in the Church ſom Paſtors and Feachers for 
the work of the Minifferie,e.i. to bee Guides to the Flock,to feed them 
with wholſom Do&trine, Heb. 13.7, 17. Remember them which have 
the Rule over yon, who have fpoken unto you the Word of God, and 
{bmic your ſelvs, for they watch for your fouls. In which places | 
you ſee that Miniſterie of the Word is a name of Offce given to certain | 
wen defigned and ſingled out to that work, as a ſpecial work not common | 
to others, take one clear place more, viz. 1 Theſ.5.t1. Comfore 
and edifie one another, | there's. the peoples mutual dutie in private. ] | 
But verſ. 12. know them which labor among you and are over you in 
tbe Lord and admoniſh you , there's the Paſtor's Office and dutie, 
who, though they may bee but even with you in reſpe& of Gifts and 
Graces, yet they are oper ou in the Lord: in reſped& of their 


Office and Work, they are over all, even over them which: were able 
"Nl n privately 


and Office diftinit from other mens. | g 
privately to admoniſh oneanother; and the people's dutie is to know, x .Concl. 
i.e. to acknowledg them .as ſuch, and to eſteem them very highly for 
their work's fake, becauſ God hath ſet them over you in that Office. | 

By all which places of Scripture it is evident that in the Churches 
of Chriſt inks 
Paſtors and Elders to feed uides and Rulers 
Som are Sheep & the flock to bee fed ©Som ©? Guided andRuled. 
EPIC {ingle Saiats: 
Biſkops over them in the Lord, | 
There is a work wholly to bee attended, and m:n appointed to attend that 
work wholly. Names of Office, without an Office, are meer mockeries 3 
the Names of a King,ofa Steward, Paſtor, Biſhop,Guide,$&c. without 
their reſpe&ive Offices are not given in Scripture; In the places now 
cited, you finde thoſe diſtinfive Titles and Names joyned with.the 
work it ſelf, I demand then with the &poſtle, Are all - Teachers? r Cor. 12.28: 
are all Biſhops ? are all Guids and Paſtors? The Miniſter and his Rom.14. 4- 
Work are as preciſely diſtinguiſhed by the holy Ghoſt from all other 
Callings , as can bee written with ink and. paper. Now that 
which Chriſt hath ſet up, who ſhall dare to pull down? Thoſe 
which Chriſt hath diſtinguiſhed, no man may confound. Paſtor 
and People, Biſhops and Flock, Guides and guided are relatives, and 
ſtand in ſuch dire& oppoſition one to the other, that, in reſpe&of the 
ſame ſubje&, the one cannot bee the other :- the Father is not the Son, 
nor the Son the Father; the Maſter is not the Servant, nor the 'Ser- 
vant the Maſter; the King is not a ſubje&, nor a ſubje& the King z 
And therefore regularly, the one cannot do the duties of the other. 
A Guifted man, as ſuch, is not a Biſhop, nor a Presbyter, nor a Pa« 
Ron Wy theſe are diſtinguiſhed from other men, that have Gifts, but 
rot Office. . 
Secondly, This firſt Concluſion is proved from the ſpecial Charge 
given to Miniſters, over and above what is incumbent on private 
perſons, as for example, Col. 4.17.-Take heed to the Miniſterie which 
thou haſt received of the Lord that thou fulfil it—and to-all the 
Flock over which the holy Ghoſt hath made you over-ſeers, 4:20. 
28. with 1 Tim.4-16. Take heed to thy ſelf and to the Do&rine, 
meditate upon theſe things, Give thy ſelf whollyto them, z.e. to 
Reading, " recur and Dodtrine, verſ.13.15.' i The work to 
which thou waſt ordained,verſ.14.And as God hath given a Charge to 
Miniſters, fo hee doth require an exa&t _ of their doings by = 
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x.Concl, 
Ezck.3.18, 
Ezck. 34.244, 
10, 
Zech.11.17. 


x Cor. 9.14. 


I, Ojet. 
Anſw. 


The Work of the Miniſterie is 4 Calling 

kinde. 2 Tim. 4-1,3. I charge:thee before God and the Lord Jeſis 
Chriſt, who ſhall judg the quick and the dead at his appearing,preach 
the Word, bee inſ{tant-in feaſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long-ſuffering and Do&rine : This is the Miniſters 
Charge. Now alldo not lie under this weizhtie Charge and account. 
Hath every Gifted man a Flock to feed ? a Miniſterie to fulfil? orare 
they bound to give themſelvs wholly to that work forlaking all other 
Callings ? No, but they are perſons fingled out and deſigned to this 
Office and Work, upon whom this Charge doth lie. 
*- 3. Qurthicd proot is from the honor and maintenance appointed 
for them that preach the Goſpe], the Lord hath ordained that they 
which preacty the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel. 1 Cor.g-13,14. 
And that the Presbyters which labor in the Word and Doctrine 
ſhould bee counted worthie double honor, 1. Tim.5. 17. And can Lay- 
preachers challenge tis honor and maintenance ? 

 Theſum of all is this, Miniſters, and none but Miniſters,are Biſhors, 
Paſtors or Elders ; They, and noe but they, are bound to give them- 
ſelvs wholly to that work;They,and none but they,are under that heavie 
Chargeandaccount; They , and none but they,can-by divine Autoritie- 
-® ug th ordinance, challenge to live of the Goſpel; They,and none but 
they, to whom theſe- Characters do belong, are the men whom God 
hath made Miniſters of Chriſt and- Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God, 1 Cor. 4.1. | | | 
-- Two Obje&ions com to. bee anſwered: For ſom do ſay, Wee 

ch notas men in-Office, but in anetber capacitie, as gifted mens 
Anſwer, See the folly of this Objection, it is as if you. would ſay, 

there bee two ſorts of Preachers, fom that-are appointed and ſent, and 
ſom that are not, and y«t do it : Som preach in 2 preaching capacitie, 
and ſom not in apreaching capacitie : Som are Called, ſent and Autorized 
by Chriſt to-preach, ſom are not ſo Autorized, and yet they preach. 
It is: a contradiction to preach ina non-preaching capacitie, becauſ to 
preach in the Name and by the Autoritie of Jeſus Chrift , doth imply a 
publike miſſion and Autorizing 3 It an ordinaric Souldier ſhould uſurp 
the office of a Colonel, or a Golonel the office of the General, or a pri- 
wvate man the ofhice: of :a: Conſtable , would this b2e a good afſwer to. 
&y,: 1 do'it not-iti the capacitie of a Conſtable, or Colonel, or Ge- 
neral;but in another capacitie,as a man Giited for ſuch ations; I be- 
liev fuch an under-taker would bee ſeverely puniſhed in the capacitie 
of an Zſurper, of a buſie-diſturber of publike Order, His: being Gifted 


Ccannort 


. and Offfice diftind? from othty mens, - 
cannot excuſe his arrogancie , -becauſ thoſe offices cannot bee 


duly performed by any other . capacitie then 'of- their Oftice and 
Patent. 


Bur the better to overthrow our Office,and make no-Calling of it, 2-Objec. y 


ſom ſay, let them,vork, as others do, for their living. Cannot they: 
preach without ſtudie and books? it is a fign they preach not by the 
& Irit, Kc. : | 

Gee the honeſtie of this objection, It-is all one asif a laborer 
ſhould work all .che week in plowing or chreſhing to provide you 
food, or to make yoga ſuit of clothes againſt the Sabbath, were ic 
juſtice to ſay to him at the weeks end, Go work. for yourliving, 
when hee ha's been all the while about your work-? Such another 
picce of Jutice and Honeftie it is to fay,Lert Minitters work for their 
living, when as they bave ſpent their time, and ſpirits, and Talenjs to 
do you ſervice, to prepare food and raiment for your ſouls. Chriſt 
counr's preaching to bee a labor, elf hee would not have ſaid, the 1a- 
borer is worthie of his hire ; yea and hard labor too, elf hee would 
not have compared Minitters to ſouldiers, to {k.epherds, to husband- 
men, to the labor of the ox that treadeth out the corn, 

Beſides, Chriſt hath ordained that miniſters ſhould live by their 
preaching, as by a Calling, as the Prieſts under the Law did: As they 
thatminiitred about holy things,did live of the things of theTempleg 
even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the Goſpel ſhould 
live of the Go'pel. Theſe men oft Call for Goſpel Crdinances; Lo 
here is a Goſfel-Ordinance, and yet they cannot ſtoop to it ; -( for ſay 
they, Ict miniſters work——) Bat It ſuch men remember -that Com- 
plaint of Paul, who though heedid not regard monie, yet hee write's 
ic up among his wrongs and ſuffrings, that hee was fain to labor for bis 
livirg, working with his own hands, 1 Cor. 4. 11, 12..to this-hour 
wee both hunger and thirſt, and labor workings with: our own-liands« 
Therefore forbear to uſe this objection, unleſs yee mean'to-bee Pete. 
{ecutors, 7 | : IG 

To the ſecond part of the obje&tion , do but obſerv how dire&ly: 
oppoſite it is to God's word. Paul bids Timotbie - give- attendance to- 
Reading and toDoGrine, + Tim. 4- 13. But: yon ſay;Can:rthey'not 
preach without ſiudie ? Paul. faie's, verſ-15 +; Give:thy: felt mholly ed 
theſe things, that thy profiting may bee known 3 A.'man fararety 
gifted as Timothie was, of whom there- went certain prophecies what: 
a rare man hee would bce in the Church, educated fromhisinfancie 
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1 Cor 9.13,14" 


Anſw. 2. 
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The Work of the Minifter & a Calling 
in the Scripture, yet bee muſt give attendance to ſtudie and reading, and 
that whole, all is liccle enough ; and muſt not wee' much more fol- 
low our ſRudies? Payl ſaie's, wee muſt not intangle our ſelvs in 
worldly imploiments. But you ſay, a man way follow a Trade all the 
week, and yet preach the Lord's day. True, after a wilde f x-9me but 
not likea workman that need not bee aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. | 

Tothe third part of the obje&ion, I ſay, it isa meredeluding of 
people toſct the Spirit of God againſt God's means, in and by which 


- his Spirit doth uſually work. The Spiric is icawhich worketh effe- 


Huallyin the miniſterie of us all, the ſufficiencie, and efficiencie is not 
of us, but of God, but yet the Spirit worketb by ſuch Gifts as himſelf 
beſtoweth,  1-Cor« 12. 4. There bee diverlities of Gifts, but the ſame 
Spirit, and by the right »ſe of thoſe Gifts, the Spirit doth work to 
theedifying of the Churches; For the manifeſtation of the Spirit is 
given toevery one to profit withall. z. e. Whoſoever hath any Gift 
manifeſting the miraculous power of the Spiric, it iz given, not for 
oſtentation, or to bee admired, but for this onely end, for the x rofic of 
all, verſ 7. Now the Gifts then given to profit the Church wichall, 
in the way of infrufion, are reckoned up fix. 1. Sapientia,wiſdom, to 
applie Chriſtian DoArine to Praftice and Uſe of believers. 2. Sci- 
entia , a knowledg of Principles and deep points of Religion. 3. Pro- 
pbecie, i.e. a Gift to expound the prophecies and ſecret things of 
Scripture. 4. Diſcerning of ſpirits , vis. fanatick, and counterfeit in- 
ſpirations from true. 5. Divers kindes of tongues, that all Nations 
and languages might hear and underſtand the Golſpel. 6. Interpre- 
tation of tongues wherewith others did ſpeak, and wherein the Scri- 
pture is written : Theſe Gifts of the Spirit are uſeful and profitable 
for the Church, they were miraculous for the manner of coming by 
them, but che DoQrine taughe was the ſame which was before reveal- 
ed. Thele Gifts may either bee acquired, or infuſed ; At firſt they were 
infuſed imm:diately , both for the honor of the Goſpel , and the 


' ſpecedier ſpreading of it; Afterwards they: are continued for the good 
of the Church by the Help of ftudie or praier : Even as the Gift of 


Healing'is now continued by the ftudie and Art of Phyfick; without 
the Gifts. of wiſdom, ſcience, arid tongues, wee can never ſoundly, nor 
fraitfully make known the myſteries of Scripture; and hee that by 
ftudic and praier doe's attain the uſe of any of theſe Gifts inpreaching, hee 
preacheth by the Spirit: if the Things which wee preach, bee the _ 
whic 


- 
- 


and office dittintt from veber weus; 


which the Spirit hath revealed-in the written word, and the Gifts by 2-Conchiſ- 


which wee preach, bee the Gifts of the Spirit, then, whether the means 
by which wee com by thoſe Gifts, bee extraordinarie, asby —_— or 
erdinarie, as by Audie and praier, the matter is the ſame, Wee preach by 
the Spirit, i. e. by the illumination andguidanee of the Spirit, lead- 
ing us into the truth, which himſelf hath revealed. Wee pretend 
not, yea- wee deteſt all pretenſions of new and immediate inſpirati- 
ons, whereby the holie Ghoſt is made the Autor of diſorder.and 
confuſion, or a cloak for ignorance, non-ſence and Herefie. 


Our ſecond Concluſion in Anſwer tothe ſecond Queſtion in this, 2,Coxc 


viz. Ordination ofminiſters by impoſition of hands of the Presbyterie 
for the Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments, is an Ordinance 
of Chriſt in the New Teſtament. | 

T he work of the miniſterie is an Office and Calling, as you have 
heard, and Ordination 3s Chriff's Ordinance whereby fit and approved per- 
ſons are ſet apart and Commiſſioned for the execution of that Office, in 


the Name and with the Autoritie of Jeſus Chriſt. The weight of the P:oved 1.by 
Controverſie lieth upon this Concluſion, which is direQly proved, cxample. 


1. By example, Wee finde in the New Teſtament four deſcents 
of men ſent andordained, x. Chriſt himſelf. was fent of his Father. 
2. The Apoſtles were ſent and ordained by Chriſt, Mark 3. 14+ 
3. The Apoſiles ſent and ordained 7imotbie andothers of their owa 
time. 4. And they that lived inthe Apoſtles times did in like man- 
ner ordain others to ſurvive, and do the Office of Miniſters when 
they were dead, and this ſucceſſion of Miniſters is to-laſt tothe end 
of the world. | TRY 
1. Chriſt was ſent and had his Commiſſion from his Father, 
Fob. 20. 21,22, 23. My Father hath fent mee. Chriſt himſelf was 
ſent and Autorized to preach, elſ hee had not not taken that honor 
to himfelf, Heb. 5. 4,5. | | 
24, Deſcent. Chriſt ſend's the Apoſtles, As my Father ſent mee, 
ſo ſentl you ; there's their Commiſion, hee committed the miniſterie to 
their execution, which himſelf had received, viz. a power to Preach 
and Baptize, to binde and'loof, Fob. 20. 23. with Matth: 28. 19. Go- 
yee therefore, Teach all Nations and Baptizethem. The Man Chriſt 
could do nathing, but by Commiſcion from the F ather,nor the Apofiles, 
except Cbrift had given them Commiſfion-: both Chriſt and: | 
his Apoſtles were ſolemnly inaugurated into theic - Office of 


Teaching.. vo 3 
3TDeſernc, 


by 


Ordination of MiniFers by impoſition of hands 

2T Deſcent. The Apoſtles ordained Timotbie and others of their 
own time, 2 Tim. 1.6. Stir up the Gift of God which is in thee, by 
the pwuting on of my hands , and the -hands of the presbyterie, 
x Tim: 4: 14. By Gift there, is meant that Ghoſtly power , or Office, 
which Timotbie received at bis ordination, by the laying on of the Apofiles 
hands, in the preſence and with the conſent of the presbyterie, who 
Joined with Paul in that ation. Again, wee tinde Paul and Bar- 
nabas ordaining Elders in every -Church where they went, 
AS 1 4. 23. | 

gth Deſcent. Timothie and Titus did ordain others, as thenifelvs had 
been ordained, and that by the Apoſtle's own appointment, Tit. 1. 5. for 
this cauſ was Titus lett in Crete, that hee{houldordain Elders in every 
Citie. Solikewile Timotbie is dire&ted how to Kay on hands , not 


 ſaddenly, but with good adviſedneſs, 1 Tim. 5. 22. As Timothie was 


2 From Scri-, 
pture-Rules, 


entryfted with the word of Chriſt, ſo Hee muſt commit the ſame 
tru{? to faithful men, able to teach others alſo, that io there may bee 
a ſucceſſion of Teachers, 2 Tim. 2.2. | Thus yee have recorded in 
Scripture four deſcents, 1. Chriſt. 2. His Apoſtles. 3. Timotbie and 
Tit, 4. Elders at Creet and Epbeſres, and other Churches where the 
Goſpet-was planted, all ſent and ordained, the two later by* ordina- 
tion in the ordinarie way : thus the Apoſtles in their own Prafice ad- 
mitted mien into the miniſterie, andthus they appointed for ſucceeding 
times; And-can any think that Ordination ended with that Age ? 
Is there not the ſame cauſ;, neceflitie, uſe, and reaſon for ir in atter 
Ages, asin the firſt times of the Church, when there were as yet ex- 
traordinarie Gifts ſtirring in the Church, which are now ceaſed, and 
therefore the more need of a ſtanding miniſterie ? 

Secondly, This Concluſion is proved by Scripture- Rules and Pre- 
eepts given touching Ordination and the manner thereof: Unto 


Titus Paul give's commandment to ordain Elders, Tit. 1. 5. and pre-. 


ſcribe's certain Rules and: Canons for the trial and qualification of 
them that are to bee. ordained, verſ 7, a Biſhop mutt bee blameleſs, 


holding faſt the faichfal word, that hee may bee able to convince the - 


gainſaiers, verſ 9. So unto Timotbie hee gave direftions and rules 
touching Ordination, 1 Tim.5. 22. Lay bands ſuddenly on no man, 
neither bee thou partaker of other mens fins. Z. e. Admit not any 
inco the miniſterie without ſufficient examination, and good proof of 
their abzlitie for learning, and godly converſation, elf the blame will 
lightupon thee, becauf by the laying on of thy hands they weread- 

Wt © mitted 


s a1 Ordinance of Chriit in New Teſtament. | 9 
mitted intothat ſacred fun&ion. What need Titus bee left in Crete to 2 Concluſ. 
ordain Elders in. every Citie, if Saints of themſelvs might doall 
without Ordination? And to what purpoſe are thoſe Cautions and 
Direfions about Ordination, if there were no ſuch thing to bee don? 
it Ordination jt ſelf bee needleſs, then mach more 1s the manner of 
doing it needle's. | | 

Som think that the cerimonie of laying on of hands may bee omit- Anſm; 
ted: Arnſ. Somtimes wee muſt bee tied to example in the leaſt ge- 
ſture, though not preſccibed, and yet men preſume to diſpenſ'in a 
circumſtance expreſly preſcribed. Why ſhould wee bee wiſer then 
Paul 2 Why ſhould wee bee aſhamed of Gods expreſs will? Timothie 
was ordained by laying on of hands, and enjoinedto lay on hands 
on others in their Ordination : thus were the Deacons ordained, 
AF. 6. 6, and thus were Saul and Barnabas ſet apart for the execution 
of their Calling, A#. 13.3. And ſeeing the Scripture is ſo puntual 
about the Manner of Ordination, and the 2yalitie of Perſons to bee or- 
dained, the Dutie it felf is much moreeſtabliſhed, even as when God | 
give's us rules for praying, faſting,alms, Magiſtrates,&c.it doth neceſ- Marth, 6.1,3 
ſarily implie that there muſt be Magiſtrates,& praying,e&c.And herein 
is fulfilled that prophecie of Ef. 66. 21. concerning the Miniſterie of 
the N. T. I will take of them for Prieſts, and for Levites, ſaith the 
Lord. (4i.e.) Though the diſtin&ton of Tribes bee taken away, and that 
old Prieſthood ceaſed, yet God promiſed it as a blefling to the 
Church of the Gentiles, that hee would raiſup of themſelvs ſom that 
ſhould bee in ſtead of the old Prieſts and Levites, in things pertein- 
ing to God, | | 
Upon theſe undeniable proofs, I frame theſe 3 Arguments, as to | 
the main cauſ. : | | | 
I. Look how the Apoſtles did ordain , and call Miniſters of ther, Argument. / 
Word, and as they appointed others after them to bee ordained and ; 
ſent, ſo and in like manner, ought men now to bee ſent and ordained. 
But the Apoſtles did ordain men for the miniſtration of the word and 
ſacraments by laying on of hands, and alſo appointed and enjoined 
the ſame to bee don in the Churches of Chriſt—therefore it is 
Chriſt's Ordinance, that ſo it ought ſtill to bee don,and they that do 
otherwiſe do go againſt the example and appointment of the Scri- 
pture,and ſo overthrow an Ordinance of Chriſt in the N. Teſtament. 
2. That which is contrarie to the examples, rules and diretions-of 2 Argument. 


Scripture, cannot bee don without fin. ——But to adminiſter the 
& word 
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2 Conclyſ, word or ſacraments without Ordinationis contrarie to the examples 
and rules of Scripture; therefore it is unnlawtul, and cannot bee don 
without ſin. 
3» Argument. 3+ IF Sending bee more then Gifting (by God's word ) then thereis 
ſomthing more by God's word required unto preaching, then ſole 
- Gifting : ——Bur Sending is, according to God's word, more then 
Gifting, therefore ſomthing more then Gitting is required to make 
a preacher of the Goſpel. | 
That Sending i« more then Gifting, is evident, becauſ Gifted men 
muſt bee ordained. Timotbie was a man rarely Gitted, yet hee was 
ordained and ſent by the outward calling of the Church, 1 Tim. 
4- 14-.and ſo were the -relt of whom wee read, 1 Tim. 2. 7, 
Act. 13. 2,3. | 
There bee twothings required to make a Miniſter. 1. Gifts, which 
muſt bee tried and approved. 2. Ordination and ſolemn Inauguration 
Ingo their Office. © Gifts give not Autoritie to any man for any thing; 
the Laryer at the Bar may have as great gifts as the Judg upon the 
Bench, yet becauſchee hath not the like Commiſſion, hee may not 
intrude uponthe Judges office. A private man may bee a8 nel! Gifted. 
as a Juſtice of Peace, yet, without a Commiſſion, hee may not do hig 
office; fois it in this preſent caſe. 
is but one branch of the ſecond Concluſion unproved, 
which faith that Ordination muſt bee by the laying of bands of other 
Miniſters, and this is added to put a difference between true and falſ 
Ocdination : In ſom congregational Churches, they have their Pa- 
ſtors ordained (i.e. ) choſen and appointed by the people: Truely 
then, they may preach and exerciſe Miniſterial Afs in the name of 
the People, but not in the name of Chriſt, unleſs they did derive their 
Autoritie by Ordination from Chriit. | 
It is a groſs miltake to-think or teach that Church-power is Origi- 
nally in the People, as the proper ſeat and ſubjett thereof , from them. 
' to beederivedand, placed upon whom they chooſ : Chriſt gave all 
pawen to the Bodie of the Church finaliter & o5jedive (i e.) for their 
ſe and benefit, according to that of the Apoſile, x Cor. 3. 22. All 
"things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollo , or Cepbas, all are yours, 
ze, for your ſervice and: ſaluation, but they are not yours, 7.e. they are 
xot of your making and. aytorizang : Church-power is firſt ſeated. in 
Chriſtthe Head and Apoſile: of- our polleſſion, and from: him com- 


mitted to his Apoſtles,” and from them. to. Biſhops. and other Mood: 
|| ers 
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of Chrif in the New" Teftament: | It 
ſters by ſucceſſion : they commit the ſame to others which themſelvs 2 Conclufe .. 
had firſt received , but ( according ro that known rule ) no man can 
give to another, that which himſelf bath not firs received, thetefore the 
people which never received Orders, nor Power to adminiſter the word, 
{acraments, and keies, how they can can beſtow it on others, is be- 
ſides all Scripture and reaſon : Church-poweris in the Miniſters of the 
urch by Derivation from the Apoſtles, and they alone can commit, 
and Tranſmit it unto others. The Text is expreſs which faith, that 
Ordination is by the hands of the presbyterie. : 
But how can you can juſtifie your calling to the Miniſteriegſeeing Ohjed. 
you were ordained by Biſhops, and Biſhops from the Pope, and the 
Pope is from the devil. Yowloſt your true ſucceſsion in the Papacie, 
and thecalling which yee now bavesis Antichriſtian. 
The Papiſts ſay, wee have no true Minilterie, becauſ at the Re- Sok 
formation wee received it not from Rome. The Browniſts 0 i"; 
niſters are not rightly called into their Offices, becauf wee ved 
itfrom Rome. Thus wee are condemned of all hands, one of 
theſe accuſers muit needs charge us falſly, but admit both their alle- 
gations to have ſom truth, yet neither of them do conchide what 
they intend. pl 
&-' 1, To an{wer the Papiſt,] ſhall onely crave leav to inſert among my 
plain pages, a letter of that moſt godly learned man, Dr Reindlds to 
a friend of his, whograved his help to anſwer the challenge of ſom 
Papiſts touching the lawfulneſs of our Miniſterie. 
& Your godly requit ( good Mr Barker) I ſhould bee ſomwhar Dr Rainolds 
&© better able to fatisfie, it I knew on what grounds theſe proud bis Letter. 
© popiſh challengers do perſwade themſelvs that none of yo 
© can avow your vocation to the Miniſterie to bee Iawfal. Butl 
© ones they do it on the ſame, that Hart in his conference with 
© mee, becauſ the ancient Canons Ecclefiaſtical aſcribed to the 
& Apoſtles ſay, Epiſcopus duobus aut tribus Epiſcopis ordinttur, Presbyter 
© autem ab uno Epiſcopo: and they think none of us to bee ordained 
© by a Biſhop, becauſ inthe beginning of her Majeſties reignz one - .. 
*© Popiſh Biſhop of Q. Maries beeing then left, none of our Bilbops b Decter, 6.3. 
© could beeordained by two or three. Now if they build hereupon © Epit0m. Gat-!, 
© ( as to mee it ſeemeth they do, becauſ I finde no other reafoni'in 0 Fe 2 > 
© b Bellarmine, © Parſons, or 4 the reſt, of this obje&ion againſt us ) 1% Jus ing | 


*© it may bee, that as Hart, when hee ſaw' the anſwer that I made pa, Greg, 


© thereunto, would needs have that whole point left out in our con» Yalem. 
| C 2 ference 
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n Concluſ, ©* ference, ſaying hee would: not preſs mee therewith ; ſo theſe men 
BY & will renounce their promils of ſubſcribing to the profeſſion of the 
«& Goſpel, and forſaking Poperie, when they ſee you able to juſtifie 
& your calling to the Miniſterie, For I went to the Archbiſhop of 

& Canterburie his Regiſter, and taking thence a note how Biſhop 

« Freak, ( who ordained mee ) conſecratus eſt 4 Mattheo Cant. Roberto 
& Vinton. & Edmundo Sarum; and how each of theſe was conſecratll 

&* by other three or four, as Mattheus Cant. by four that were Bi- 

&« ſhops in King Edwards time, theſe again conſecrated by Archbiſhop 

& Cranmer ( whom three with the Pope's conſent had conſecrated ) 

* and ſo brought every one upward to thoſe times wherein the 

© Church of Rome acknowledged them ordained lawfully, Thad no 

© ſooherſhewed this extra&to Mr Hart,but hee confeſſed hee thought 

© no ſuch thing could bee ſhewed, and that himſelf had been born in 

© harghotherwiſe , on the conceit above mentioned. You,who are 

&« fuer from London, where the records are kept ( though your 

& friend if need bee, can help you thereunto ) may ask them, ifthey 

<* think not Archbiſhop Cranmer, and the relt in King Henrie's time, 

© tobee lawfully ordained Biſhops , which when they acknowledg 

& (becauſ the Pope confirmed them ) you may offer this proof, that 
« our Biſhops ſucceeding them in King Edwards time , and ſain 

& Q. Flizabeths, were conſecrated by three of them, or their ſucceſ- 

&« fors, out of the authentical Records of the, Archbiſhoprick, ſil. 

© that Matthew Parker the firſt Archbiſhop in Q. Elizabeths daies, was 

© thus by William Barlw, Biſhop of Bath and Jellsin K. Edward's 

<« time, Jobn Scorie Biſhop of Chicheſter, Miles Coverdale of Exeter, Fobn 

© Hedgeskir Suffragane of Bedford. If they acknowledg that hee and 

a 18 5 ſent.dift. ©* all thereſt in like ſort: were conſecrated by a number of Biſhops 
25- 4.1, & ſufficient, but theſe not- confirmed by the Pope, asthe firſt in King 
Art. 2.Con. 2. © Henrie's time were, they muſt bring forth proof that. without his 
b De ſecram. it <© conſent no Biſhop is lawfully ordained, which ſoundly they never 
_- drop &can.If they ſay the Bilopeſince Cranmer's.time, were and are Here- 
Tow dif 3. q, ticks, and thereforearenot lawfully autorizedto ordain ; firſt here 
3- punftez, © they will fail inproof too, becauſ Herefie is an. error repugnant 
d'Lb. 2.c.13- © tothe word of God, and that wee hold any ſuch, they cannot 
__ —— & ſhew : then admitting the contrarie, and putting the caſe wee did, 
Parmey. traft. & 1, ayoid ſo huge debate of all points in controverſie, their own 
Fans > <Principal Do&ors, * Deminicus Soto, Þ Bellarmine, © Greg. de Valentia, 
9.33, © doteachoutof S. 4 Auguſtine grounding on che Scripture, gar 

; retica 


| of Chrift in the. New Teſtament. nz 
& retical Biſhops may lawfully Ordain, and thart it is an herefie, ſuch 2, Concl- 
« ag the Dontatiſts was, to denie it. What other cavils or ſophiſms | 

cc they are likely to uſe, I cannot imagine, but very willing to yield 


«you any help that can,upon farther notice, I commend you to the . 

c« Grace of our good God, beſeeching him to dire and ſtrengthen  f 

& by his holy = __ ſelf, and the reſt of your fellow Soul- # 
is Battels, | ; 


& diersto fight 
At Oxford the third of June. 1605. 
Joun RarnoLDs, 


IE any doubt of this Letter, he may receiv ſatisfa&ion touching the 
Truth of it by ſom yet living in Corpus Chriſti Colledg, from whom 
F had this Copie. Eh 

But though this ſtop the Feſuits mouth , yet it ſtrengthen's the ObjedF. 
other -.ct of the Obje&ion, with whom wee have chiefly to deal-- 

N.c atall: 1.For though our Conſecration and Succeſſion were Anſw-2+ 
continued in the times of the Pop's reign, yet ic did not fetch its Ori- 
ginal fromthe Pope : the Goſpel ſounded out of Sion, and the Word | 
_ of the Lord from Feruſalem even as far as Britain long enough before that Rom. 16.26, 
Anti-chriſt of Rome was born. And though wee ſhould not think the C91-1:6- 
worl of the Goſpel though received from Rome in her firſt pure ſtate 
(whom Paul celebrate's for a famous Church.) Yet the light came to rom. 1. 6,8. 
England firſt from Feruſalem, and not from Rome , as Mr Fox and As and Mo- 
Dr fobn 1Phbite have learnedly demonſtrated out of Gildas and ſundrie nomenrs,l. 2. 
other Autors, who affirm that Britain-received the Goſpel in the time [be _ , 
of Tiberius the Emperor, under whom Chriſt was crucified; and ,,,. Cluſch 
though there bee ſom little variance among Autors about the time, g,g, 
yet that confirm's the Trath of the matter in which they all concur, | 
that England received the Goſpel very early, either by the preaching of 
ſomone of the Apoſtles or ſom of that time :moſily received is, 
that Zoſepb of Arimatbea was ſent by Philip from France to Britain,about 
the year 63,and laid the firſt foundation of theChriſtian Faith, which 
was confirmed and increaſed by others. =] 

The fameis confirmed by the Teſtimonie of Tertu/lian, in his Book Adverſus Fo- |] 
againſt theJews, where reckoning the-parts of the world,whither the 4495 7+ Z Þ 
Goſpel was diſperſed by the ſound. of the Apoſtles, reciteth the parts raaceſſ Rome 
of Britain unſubdued by the Romane's ſword, yet ſubdued unto the ,;, cs, chrifle 
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Scepter of Chriſt. 2. Apain, the ſame Mr Foxrelateth chat about the 
year i8o, King Zacins (the firſt Chriſtned King) ſent to Elentherius 
the Bilhop of Kome, to receiv of him the Chriſtian Faith [others ſay 
to recery fartber inftsions from him. ] Elentherius ſent unto him 
Damiams and Faganus, by whom the King was converted , with 


many of the people, and were baptized about the year 179 the 


Monumentsand Rites of Heatheniſh Idolatrie were ſubverted, Su» 
perſtition decaied, and true Relizion increaſed ; there were then in 
Britain, 28 Head Prieſts which they called Flamines, and three Arch= 
prieſts, which they called Arch-Flamines, having the over-ſight of the 
manners over the reſt. Thele 28 Flamines they turned to 28 Biſhops, 
and the three Arch-Flamines to three Arch-biſhopricks having then 
their Seats in three principal Cities, vis. Lendon, York, Glouceſter. 
In theſe daies, Rome was a Virgin Church not Anti-Chriitian. And 
it wee grant that England received the Faith-from Eleutherius Biſhop of 
Rome, yet hee was neither a Pope nor Papiſt. And from this Apoſtolical 
root do wee extraft our Ordination and Succeſſion, as beeiny well 
aſſured that very early in the Primitive Church , the Goſpel was 


tothe Church, Planted here. And though the Papillts objef that the Faith was again 


extinguiſhed in England, yet Dr bite ſhew's the contrarie, viz. that 
the Faith continued here from King Lucius to the coming of Auſten 
the Monk,whom Gregorie ſent hither 600 years after Chriſt, who 
when hee came found divers Brittain Biſhops and learned men, with a 
monaſterie at Bangor, who did oppoſe Arrianiſm and Pelagianiſm, and 
the pride of Auſten the Pope's Embaſſador, 

Secondly, I ſay, that the rightfulneſs of our Vocation is not cut of, 
or. nulled by ſuch a Succeſſion ; for that learned Letter as it confeſſeth 
the Succeſſion of our firſt Reformers to have been from men of the 
Romiſh Religion, ſo it teacheth truly , That Heretical Biſhops may 
lawfully Ordain, and that it is an Herefie,ſuch as the Donatiſh was to denie its 
To this agree's the judgment of our Saviour, who Teacheth that the 
Scribes and Phariſees have a lawful Succeſſion from Moſes, (theyfitin 
his Chair, their Calling is of God) though a race of bad men poſſeſſed 


 thatChair,and Chriſt will have them acknowledged for the lawful Mi- 


niſters. So is our Calling and Succeſſion,though it paſſed thorough 
corrtipt tinjes: The Stripturts themſelvs, Baptiſm,&the Articles of our Creed, 
have all paſſed through the Papacie unto us, and yet they ceaſnot to 
bee true Scriptures,not true Baptiſm ; much leſs doe's Ordination ceaſto 
bee righcful ,it beeing an at of juriſdiFion, which may bee legally and 
lawfully performed by men of corrupt Faith, Wee 
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of Chriſf inthe New Teftimant; 


Wee tuft carefully diſtinguiſh the As of Office [ which. bave their 2 Conct. 


form and becing from a root or fountain without us | from the 
qualities of the man,that perform's the Office. The man may beenaught, 
yet his Office good ; and As don by virtue of his Office juſt and al- 
lowable, although the manand his Religion bee naught. As for in- 
ſtance, a Popiſh Landlord make's yon a Leaſof a Farm, your Leal 
38 not Antichriſtian,but good in'Law, though hee that demiſed it, bee 
for his Religion, a Papiſt. A Popiſh Judg doth paſs a ſentence in 
Court, which ſtand's good in Judicature : Hi ſentence isnot Popiſh, 
though hee that pronounced it bee a Papiſt ; the reaſon is, becauf the 
legal ſentence i not of him, nor from him, as a Papiſt,buta Judg, who 
doth but deliver that which hee bath received from az bigher root the 
Law; So in this caſe, Ordination is an A of Office derived from 
Chriſt, and it is not Popiſh though executed by a Papiſtt. Wee do 
not rebaptize them that were baptized by a Popith Prieſt, becauf the 


power of Ged*s Ordinance depend's not on the perſon that doe's execute * 


the ſame, but upon an higher foundation, the Inſiitution of Chriſt. 
Miniſterial As are not vitiated or made zu! , though they paſs 
through the hands of bad men ; But ſtand good to all intents and 
purpoſts to ſuch as receiv them aright, by virtue of their Office gutori- 
tatively derived from the firſt Inſtitution. 


To right Ordination (beſides the parties inward Call) are required; To right 
Twothings: 1. On behalf of the partie to-bee Ordained, hee mult have Sination whar 
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Oc- 


ſands je qualifications, as integritie of life by which hee get's a. goog ** equireds 


report even of thoſe that are without : 2. Soundneſs in the Faith, 
hec muſt not bee an Heretick or misbeliever, but able by ſound Do- 
Arine to inſtru&t and convince the gain-ſaier ; 3, Hee muſt. bee apt 
tO teach, readie to communicate his knowledg to others.. 

Secondly, on behalf of them that do ordain,it is likewiſe required, 
1. T hatthey take a trial of their Gifts and Life,as Paul ſaith; Let, them, 
firſt bee proved,and then let themminiſter if they-bee foundwarthie. 
2. Then toHow's Ordination it ſelf, which is. don, when then they: are 


Conſecrated and. ſet apart, and: Autorized with, ys ra hands and 


praler to preach the Word: in. the Name of Chriſt, 1 Tim. 4144 


3. Then follow's their' EleGion or defignatian: to; their particular 


placesand, charges, which isdon,. nartly by the voice of: the people, 
and. partly,by,the wiſdom-of the Guides of the Church. IEF 
Thu are wee Qualified, Called, Admitted-andiAutovized.to execute 
the ſacred FunRion, according; ta Scirpture-Rules;, and. God Foren 
ealed. 
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2. Concl. 


3. Concl. 


Ordination of Miniſters an Ordinace 
ſealed to us the fruit of our Calling, by the converſion of many thouſand 


- ſouls, in Chriſt Jeſus wee by the bleſſing and aſſiſtance of the holy 


Ghoſt have begotren you, ſo that if wee bee not true Miniſters of 
Chriſt to others, yet ſurely wee are to the people of this Nation, 
and to ſom, (wee hope) of our preſent, though uathankful and C auſleſs 
Enemies. | 

Objed. But private men unordained may convert ſouls, as the 
woman of Samaria informed her neighbors, Rghab was converted 
by the Spies, Aquila and priſcilla helped Apolles, &c. 

| (hall Anſwer this point more largely under r.,y laſt concluſion, for 
this preſent thus : I doubt not but much good is don by the faithful 
reproofs, counſels and inſtrutions of private Chriſtians ; women 
may fave their husbands, at leaſt win them to a liking of Chriſti- 
anitie; the Elder women muſt bee Teacher's of good things, and ſo 
the Members of the Charch do edifie one another : But what ? is this 
Chriſt's Ordinarie way? muſt this overthrow Chriſt's Order and 


' Ordinance ? No, by no means. If any of you bee inwardly toucht 


with the zeal of God's glorie, with a ſenſof the peoples ignorance, 
and miſerie, let ſach becing tried, and found Orthodox and competently 

gifted , bee Ocdained. Let them give themſelvs to this work, and 

wee will give them the right band of fellowſhip, without asking, of 
what Univerſitie they were. But beware how yee bring diforder and 

confuſion into theChurch, and ſo overthrow the Ordinance of 
Chriſt, upon ſerious coaſideration of our third Concluſion which 

now followeth : 


Having proved in the fomer Concluſions, that the Work of the 
Miniſterie is an Office appointed of God, and that Ordination for ex- 
ecuting that Office is an Ordinance of Chriſt in the New Teſtament 
our third Conclafion will naturally follow, vis. T hat no man uncalled 
and urordained can, with good conſcience intrude upon that work and Office. 

This poſition or Concluſion is proved by two places eſpecially 
remarkable for this purpoſe, the firſt is that of Zach. 83. 3, 4,5. 
And it ſhall com to paſs—that the Prophets ſhall bee aſhamed every 
one of his Viſion when hee hath prep neither ſhall they wear 
a rough garment to deceiv , but hee ſhall ſay, I am no Prophet, Fam 


an husbandman, for man taught mee to keep Cattel from my youth. 
1. This place is a plain Propbecte of the times of the Goſpel, wherein 


many bleſſings are promiſed when the Meſſiah is com, verf K $ 
| 2. The 
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No mart uncalled and anordained can with gv0d conſeience,ofc. © 
2. The words, verſ 4.5+ are words of Recantation and rei 'ntance. of 
ſom that pretended the Spirit , and took upon them the Othice of 
Prophelying, when as they were not Prophets, but husbandmen, or 
bred up to ſom other Trades. 3. The means by which this kind of 
Teachers were brought to ſhame and repentance, is the zeal of 
the Chriſtian Magiltrate upon complaint made to him of their do- 
ings by their deare#7 friends, verſ 3. And it ſhall como paſs, that 
when any ſhall yet Prophecie, i.e. notwithſtanding all Spiritual means 
aſed to cleanſ the Land of ſeducing ſpirits and Teachers of falſ 
Doftrines,verſ.2.) if for all this, they ſhall prophecie,then his Father 
and his Mother which begat him , ſhall fay unto him, Thou ſhalt 
not live, 8c. the meaning is this, that as in the Law of Moſes, 
Deut.13.5,8. Hee that pretended himſelfa Prophet and was none, was 
to bee puniſhed by the Magiſtrate : ſuch a like zeal ſhould bee uſed 
againſt falſProphets in the New Teſtament, their belt friends endued 
with knowledg and diſcerning, thall oppoſe them, preferring their 
zeal and pietie towards God, before the natural affetion they bear 
towards their own children. And there is reaſon (as Mr Borough's 
thinks) why their be# friends ſhould withſtand chem in this way : 


T7 


3-Concl. . 


& x. Becauſit is a thing abhorring to Nature, that men ſhould ſuffer Heare-diviſt. 
© God whom 'they honor, to bee blaſphemed. 2. To ſee their ong,p. 19.23, 


© wives and children, and deareſt friends to bee ſeduced into waies 
* which wee think will undo their ſouls to eternitie,and not bee able 
© to help them nor our ſelvs, unleſs wee can perſwade the Seducer 
© todefiſt, and ask them why they do fo, and entreat them to for- 
&© bear: Therefore theſe muſt com under the Magiſtrates reſtrainin 
Power. 4. Then follow's the fruit of the Magiſtrates dealing wit 
chem, viz. Their ſhame and repentance, they ſhall diſclaim their aſurped 
profeſſion, and confeſs that they were never brought up,nar fitted for 
it, and ſo return to their former courſ and Trade of living. This 
Scripture is fulfilled in one part , by the riſing of falſ Teachers.in our 
daics, and if it bee not fulfilled in the other part, viz. in thetr repen- 
tance, one principal cauſ thereof, is, becauſ our Magifſtrates are 10 far 
from putting them to ſhame, thatthey rather «pbold them, having 
enfranchized every Se& to hold Aſſemblies to preach who will;. yea,to 
the diſadvantage of Chriſt's Goſpel , have ſuffered his Miniſters to bee 
vilified & reproched even in Almanacks, and to bee made the ſcorn and 
derifion of the raging waves of the Sea,and mocking ſpirits, of which 
S. Zude complains,v.13.18.l pray Goa this bee not laid to their charge. 
- | __ Uur 
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\ 3:Concluſ. 


No man #ncalled and unordiined can | 

Our ſecond place is, Num. 16. x, 2, 3,5. Dathan and: 4biram were 
Gentlemen of the Tribe of Reuben the eldeſt ſon of Faceb, Num.26. 
539. This is that Dathan and Abiram which were famous in the 
Congrezation, they thought they had as much right to-the Government 
as Moſes, who came of a yonger Tribe,andtheretore [ like Levellers] 
they ſay to Moſes and Aaron, wherefore lift you up your ſelvs above 
the Congregation of the Lord,ver.3.And when they were ſummoned 
to appear before Moſes,they refuſed,ſaying,wee will not com, verſ 12. 
13. Is it a ſmall thing that thou haſt brought us out of a Land 
flowing with milk and honic*, except thou make they ſelf altogether a 
Prince over us? their quarrel was eſpecially againſt Moſes, againſt 
the Civil Power. Korah for his part was a Levite, and hee would have 
none above him in the Church,hee wonld needs do the office of a Prieſt 
as well as Aaron; ſeek yee the Prieſthood alſo, ( ſaies Moſes to him,v.10.) 
His quarrel was Eccleſiaſtical againſt Aaron,verſ 11. What is Aaron that 
yee murmur againſt him? Thus yee fee how Korah did endevor to 
make common'the Offices of the Prieſthood, and why? becauſ(ſaid hee ) 
all the Congregation of the Lord is holy, verſ3. All bave the gifts of the 
Spirit 3 as if God's Ordinarie gifts of Sandification,. did take away 
diſtinion of Callings and Offices: But what faics Moſes to all this geer ? 
verſ. 5. To morrow the Lord will ſhew who are bis and who 4 holy, and 
will cauſ him to com near unto him, 7. e. God will , by miracle ſhew 
whom hee accepteth for his ſervant in the Government , you or mee : And 
who is boly, i.e. whom hee hath conſecrated to com near unto him by 
Ipecial Calling to do the Office of a Prieſt, Aaron or you. All the 
Congregation is boly, by the Gift of common vocation unto Grace, but 
not by ſpecial Gift of conſecration to the Office of a Prieſt. As Pal, 
3 Cor.11.7.ſaith, that the Husband is the image of God in refpe& of 
domeſtick, Awtoritie 3 the wife is the image of God in refpc& of the 
gifis of grace, as well as her Husband; but the Husband, andſo every 
good Magiſtrate hath on him a twofold image of God: 1. Oneby pifrs 
of Grace common with other Saints. 2. The other by fecial Calling 
and Autoritie to his Office in Church or State, 

Well, you ſee Koral's fin what it is ; but how doe's the Lord take 
this at his hands ?ſte v.35. Thoſe 250 men which offered. incenſ and 
invaded the holy Office , were burnt to death with fire from Heaven. 
And for a Monunent to alt Poſteritie , that None who is-not Called 
and Conſecrated, ſhould'preſume to take upon him 'the Office of 
miniſtring boly things, to make himſelf near to Godin theſe Fo__ 

r= 


into the Office of Preaching 
Services, God commanded the Cenſers, wherewith they had offered 


the Incenſ, to bee kept for a memorial unto the children of 7frael, that 


no ftranger,which is not of the ſeed of Xaron, comnear to offer Incenl 


before the Lord, that hee bee not as Korah and his Companie,verſ. 40. 
Alſo God commanded A4arons rod that budded, to bee kept for a 
t0hen againſt the Rebels, and thou ſhalt quite take away their murmur- 
ings, Num. 17.10. And they ſhall know that whoſoever com- 
eth near to the Tabernacle of the Lord, wirhout a Calling to do 
the Office of a Prieſt, is in. danger to die , as Korab did, werſ 13. 

But what is this to us ? In the Old Teſtament God had preciſely 
limited the Prieſts Office to one Tribe, how doe's this reaſon hold in 
the New Teſtament ? 

The application hereof is made by S. Jude, verſ 11. Tothe times 
of the New Teſtament. Wo unto them, for they have ran greedily 
after the error of Balaam for reward, and are periſhed in the gain-ſaying 
ef Korah : Hence ] thus argue, If the fin ot Korab is, and may bee 
committed in the New Teſtament , then it follows undeniably, that in 
the New Teſtament ir is a fin to level Church-Offices, or intrude into 
the ations of ſacred Miniſterie, whereto one is not Called, lea hee 

riſh in Korab's fin. 

The Apoſtle S. Jude fore-telling what SeCtaries then were, and 
ſhould bee in Chriit's Church, and ſetting them out by certain 
cbarafiers by which they might bee known among others, hath this, 
wy 11. That they are guiltie of Korab's gain-ſaying. 

n which words TI note three things : Firſt, that the fin of Korab is 
and may bee committed in the New Teſtament. | 

Secondly, T hat none can commit the fin of Korab under the New 
Teſtament, if there were not a Diſtinion and reſervation of miniſterial 
wn, and Autorities to men fer apart for that work, as in Korab's 
time. 

Thirdly, That thoſe of whom Jude ſpeaks, are therefore guiltie of 
Korab's fin, becauſ they invaded the Office of the Gofpel-Minifterie | for 
now wee have no proper Prieſts nor ſacrifices | as Korab did the Office of the 

Prieſthood under the Law : That old Prieſthood is changed, Chriſt 
hath ere&ed another Miniſterie in heir ſtead, which muſt bee pre- 
ſerved inviolable from all invaders, as that of Aarons was, for elſ the ſin 
of Korah could not bee committed in the times of the NewTeſtament. 
But ſeeing the fin of Korab is committed under the New Teſtament, 
our concluſion Rtand's good,thar it isa - for men uncaled — 
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3.Concl. 


x Kin.r2.37, 


x Chron, 11, 


\ I3, 


Ref. 


2 Cor.12.28. 


 'God's Calling to God's. imploimens. 


No man tincalled and nnordained may 


the Office of the Goſpel- Miniſtrie or of a Prophet being bred up ts feed 
Cattel, &c. 

Add hereunto, for cloſe of all, that of the Apoſtle, Heb.5. 4,5. No 
man taketh this honor to himſelf, but hee that is Called oft God, 
as Aaron was. It was a fin in Feroboam to make Prieſts of the [oweſt 
of the pcople, which were not of the Trize of Levi : When Jeroboam 
revolted from the Houſ of David, hee changed the worſhip and the Mi- 
niſterie, (the honeſt Miniiterie were not for his turn ) leaft the peo. 
ple ſhould return to their dutie,but God curſed this devilliſh policie, 
for this thing became ſin to the Houſ of Jeroboam to cut it off, and ge. 
ſtroy it from the face of the earth : As then, ſo row it 3s a ſin for any 
man to take that honor to himſelf : The Apoſtles words are general 
and Argumentative to this ſenf, becauſ no man ought to intrude into 
this holy Office without a Calling, therefore neither might Chriſt; 
if a man take an Office, not appointed of God thereunto, it is no 
honor to hint. | 

No man can make _— a Steward or Embaſſador, no man can do 
any thing in God's Houl, as bis Steward or Embaſſador to preach bis 
Covenant and ſet thereto God's ſeal, but they that have Commiſſion from 
God. Now aCommiſlion is the imparting of a power to us , which 
before wee had not. By virtue of God's Commiſſion wee are Stewards 
of God and Embaſladors for Chriſt vas x5s me:ofevouer. 2 Cor.5:20. 
Chriſt hath committed to us the word of reconciliation, and wee in 
ha Name and with bis Autoritie do tender ard ſeal God's Covenant : With- 
out God's Commitlion, all ſacred aftions are meer nullities 
and mockeries, like a Judgment without a Furiſdifiion; of no more 
Autoritie, then if a private perſon ſhould give ſentence upon the 
Bench,or Mid-witc Biptize your Children : The Phariſes queſtioned 
Fobn for baptizinz, Job.1.25. And Chriſt for Preaching, Mat. 21.23. 
ThePrieſis and Elders of the people came to him as hee was Teaching, 
and ſaid, by what Axtoritie doſt thou theſe things, and who gave thee 
this Autoritie ? Chritt doe's yield the challenge to bee juſt, if hee 
could not have ſhewed bis Autoritie, and therefore' in his Anſwer, 
Chriſt doth avouch both Folns and biz own Miniſterie to bee from 
-Heaven, werſ 2. 25+ The Apoſile is clear, that God is the Autor, 
who ſets the ordinarie Paffors and Teachers in the Church , as well as the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, and without bis ſetting, wee can no more db 
the Office of Paſtors and Teachers then of Apoſtles, Wee muſt attend 


uy 


From 


intride into the Office of preaching.- 


* For the premiſes, I conclude in the words of Mr Hooker. *©* The 3.Concl.. 
< Miniſterie of Divine things is a fun&ion which as God did himſelf Horker Pol. y. 
< Inſtitote, ſo neither may man undertake the ſame but by Autoritie 5 77: 


<& and Power given them in lawful manner——They are therefore 
< Miniſters of God, not onely by way of Subordination,as Princes and 
& Civil Magittrates are, whoſe execution of Judgment and Juſtice, 
&the ſupreme hand of divine providence doth uphold, but Miniſters 
* of God, as from whom their Autoritie is derived and not from men : 
6: For in that they are Chriſt's nay a4 and his laborers, who 
© can give them their Commiſſion , but hee whoſe moſt inward affairs 
© they manage ? Is not God alone the Father of ſpirits ? Are not ſouls 
che purchaſe of Jeſus Chriſt > What Angel in Heaven could have 
<« ſaid to Peter, Feed my ſheep ? preach, baptize, do this in remem- 
&© brance of mee, whoſe ſins yee retain they areretained, and whoſe 


& yee remit, they are remitted 2 What think yee, are theſe terreſtrial 


© ſouls 2 the power of the Miniftcrie of God tranſlateth out of dark- 
© neſs into glorie, it doth diſpoſe of that fleſh which was-given for 


'<© the life of the World, and-it . poureth malediftion upon the 
& heads of the wicked. —The things wee do, ſhew that wee are and can. 


. © bee Commiſſioned by none but Feſus Chriſt, All the Princes of the 


© world cannot giveus this Autoritie and Commiſſon, wee cannot 


© bee Deputies in theſe Divine things , becauſ themſelvs have not the 
* chief power to diſperce the things in perſon, nor to beſtow the bleſſings 
© and curſes at their will and command;;Whereof wee are made the 
& Inſtruments. What impudence then is 1t for Mechanicks who have 
Of Commiſſion neither from God nor man , to. intrude into this 

*ce 2 | 

Som have ſaid, What evil is it for gifted men to preach though un- 
called, mee thinks they do well, better then your drie dunces of the 
Clergie, they hold forth Jeſus Chriſt,8&c. | | 

Wee envie no mans gitts, wee diminith them not, onely wee plead 
for Chriſt's Ordinance : Let them ſubmit to Chriſt's Ordinance to 
bee tried and Ordained and then Preach and ſpare not ; elf theres 
evil enough in ſuch under-takings, judg with equitie. 1. Phat evil.is 


ir for a private man-to execute the office of a Conſtable?-to pull 6 Tie 
from the Bench 2 mee thinks hee doe's better reform manners and pu-- 


niſh vice, then your old rotten Magiſtrates : muſt wee ſtay for a Com- 

viſion when.things bee amiſs? Abſalomwill miniſter juſtice better 

then his Father David; aie, by all means ; things are like to go well 
p D © 3 4 F TAY 
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Concluſ- if every man that reckon*s himſelf gifted , may bee judy what 5; be 
,  andbimſelf the fitteft to do it. But God is aGod eh U ke 
Peace, and not of Confuſion. 2. And this I dare affirm, that the 
Devil hath not a more ſubtil prevalent engine to pull down the King- 
dom of Chriſt, and ſet up his own { which is eſtabliſhe by Heretie, 
Sedition, Falſ-worſhip, Envie, Hatred, Schiſm, Difſention,&c.] then 
by deſtreying the Miniſterie whereby God hath erefted and builc his 
Church : Burt as long as Chri(t will have a Church among us, hee 
Rev. 116,20. will hold thoſe ſtars in bis right hand; And whenſoever you ſee them 
Lianne pluckt ont of the Firmament of the Church , then look for nothing 
> Chro. 36.16. but a ſad night of darkneſs and miſerie upon this Nation : They are 
. the greateſt malignants and avowed enemiies of our Nation, that are 
haters of it's Miniſterie. But let them beware what they do, for if hee 
M.t.togt. that loveth and receiveth a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhall 
receiv a Prophet's reward, then hee that defpiſeth, derideth, hateth, 
vilifieth a Prophet in the ame of a Prophet, or becauſ hee is a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, hee carrie's in his breaft the mark ofa Reprobate, 
29 Jet hin bee ſure that hee (hall receiv the reward of a Prophet- 
ater. | 

| The truth is, God hath made theſe Preachers a check, a ſhame, and a 
See Mal. 23, Juft rebukz to arotten, formal, dead Clergie, that underitood not, nor 
738,9- ever endeavored the converſion 'of ſouls ; God would by a foolith 
people provoke men of abilicies to a more ſpiritual and conſcionable 
diſcharge of their duties, were good this uſe were made of it;But what 
good el{ this promiſcuous preaching hath don, how it hath advanced 
truth or godlineſs, is their part to ſhew. What _ it hath don, 
what Errors it hath ſpread, how many unſtable ſouls it hath be- 
guiled, what fearful Schiſms and FaRtions it hath brought into our 
Land, what diſcord among brethren , 8&c. There bee too many In. 
ſtances in moſt Counties of England. By ſuch like men, you ſee 
what preaching you are like to have, ifever your eſtabliſht Miniſterie 
þee extinguiſhed. People by degrees will grow to a loatbing and con- 
tempt of the Goſpel preached, through their prophaning ic with 

their — fooleries. | 
| ſhall cloſe upthis point with a remarkable paſſage of Mr Owens in 
his'Treatiſe of Toleration, joined with that Sermon of bis, which hee 
preached before the Houſ, Fan.3 1. 1648.——His words are theſe : 
Me Owen of © There are a ſort of perſons termed in Scripture «man: unruly, 
Toleration, . ©* diſorderly, 1 Theſ.5.1 4. «ed of the baſer ſort, A. 17.5. &Tvrot 
p82, ; ara, 


intrude into the Office of Preaching in Chrit?'s Name. 
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& gbſard, unreaſonable men, 2 Theſ. 3. 2+ drvTolaxlo? lawleſs and diſo- z.Concluſe 


« bedient, 1 Tim. 1.9. and the like diſorderly, vagabond, wandring, 
& jrregular perſons, fixed to no calling, abiding in no place,, taking 
& no care of their Families,that under a pretence of Teaching the truth 
«without miſſion, without Call, without warrant, uncommanded, 
& undefired, do go up and down from place to place , creeping into 
<.Houſes, &c. Now that ſuch waies as theſe, and perſons in theſe 
{© waics-may bee judicially enquired into.,. I no way doubt: I did yet 
never obſerv any other iſſue upon ſuch.undertakings, but ſcandal to 
<« Religion, and trou?lc to men in their civil Relationsz Thereforeac- 
cording to the Apoſiles order, 1 Cor. 7. 24+ Let every man- in the 
ſame Calling wherein. hce was Called (to Chriſtianitie) therein 


abide with God, ſiudying to bee quiet, and to do his own buſineſs, and 1 Theſ.4.z1, 


nat other mens, as the Lord hath commanded. 


The chief Argument for preaching without Ordination, is taken. 1.0bject. 


from A4.8 ver. 4.with 4&.11.19,20. they that were ſcattered abroad 
upon the perſecution that aroſe about Stephen , went every where 
preaching the Word, yet theſe that were ſcattered, were not. Ordained 
men, therefore men unordained may Preach. 


I. It muſt bee in ſuch caſes as in the Text, This example will not Arnſw.1. 


hold in caſes altogether unlike : Suppoſe that when: Miniſters are 
perſecuted, Congregations ſcattered. when Chriſtians are fain to 
flie into ſtrange Countries among Infidels, when ſuch cannot bee 
had, as by God's ordinary Call have power to preach, ſay, admic 
that in ſuch a Caſe, any man nay preach the Word, declare among 
the people the name of Jeſus Chriſt,his Death and Reſurre&ion; yer 
by what analogie of reaſon can this bee alleged againſt the efabliſhed 
courſ provided in Scripture for ſending men to preach? In Caſe of 
extreme danger, when I am affaulted for my life,. I may rather kill then 
bee killed, | may bee my own Magiſtrate ; But this warrant's not an 
erdinarie u[urping of the, Magiſtrates ſword ; ſo in our preſent Queſtion : 


When wee have a: Rule and an extraordinarie Example that croſſeth Rule. 


that Rule (as in the caſeof Phinees and Abraham's killing bis ſon) 
then wee muſt leav the Example and follow the Rule 3 wee mult not. foly 
low diſpenſations and forſake the ſtanding precept- | 


2. But how will it appear that theſe [They] in the Text, that Anſw. 2. 


preached abread, were men unſent and unordained ? iceing there bee pre- 
cepts1n Scripture for Qrdination, if wee finde any daing the was, 


of Col.4. 10,1 I. 


Elders, wee are to preſume that they are Ordained,though their Ordi- Philem.v.24- 
nation 
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3:Concl. nation bee not recorded, as Marcus Ariſtarchus, Demas, Lucas, Tychi-' 
chus,&c. And that thoſe preachers above mentioned, were ſo ſent, 1 ſhall 


A&.g.10, 


ARg.z I«8, 


(uf 


"No man ncalled and unordeined may 


offer unto you, for proof, theſe Textual conſiderations. 


1. All that are named, as Philip the Evangeliſt , and Ananias, and 


Lucius of Cyrene, were men in Offices 
2. Nothing appear's to the contrarie, but all make's for it, That the 


ſeventie were at Feruſalem till that ſcattering, they kept companie with 


Chriſt while hee lived, and with the Apoſtles at Feruſalematter hee was 
Aſcended, A#.1.21.( For ont of the ſeventie, Matthias was choſen to bee 
an Apoſtle, ) and becauſthey neltled themſelvs in their warm quar- 
ters at "gre nay God ſend's a perſecution to difperſ them about their 
buſineſs, that ſo the preaching might bee more fully known ac- 
cording as Chriſt fore-told, 4#.1.8. ſo it came to pats the ſeventie 


. were appointed to preach in the places where thoſe that were ſcattered, 
' did preach, A&.8.1. Therefore it is altogether likely that theſe were 


the men. 

3. Beſides, it is faid, 47.6.7. that a great Companie of the 
Prieſts were Converted to the Faith, and theſe were Paul's Fellow- 
helpers unto the Kingdom of God, Ariftarchus and Marcus, and Jeſus 
which is called Fuſtus, who are of the Circumciſion, theſe were Preachers 
of the Goſpel with Paul, Col, 4. 10, 11. And they becing Priefs, 
were Autorized by their _ Calling to preach. Therefore when 
the Text ſaies, AG.8-r. They were all ſcattered abroad except the 
Apoſtles, this cannot bee meant of all the Church (for there remained 
many houſholds of them, verſ 3.) but of them, who did preach 
Chriſt at Jeruſalem as _—_ had don, theſe were eſpecially aimed at 
in the perſecution, and they ſeeing how it fared with Stephen, be- 
took themſelyvs to preach abroad, the Apoſtles that remained behinde 
were perſecuted, fames was killed: with the ſword, and Peter im- 
priſoned, AF.12.2. | 

4. 'Circumſtance evidencing this Truth, is that of 4.11. 20. 
where it is ſaid, that ſom of them were men of Cyrene and Cyprus, who 
when they were com to Antioch, ſpake unto the Grecians, preaching 
the Lord Jeſus. By theſe, wee may judg what the reſt of them that preach- 
ed were, when *cis ſaid, ſom of them were men of Cyrene, the reſt were of 
the ſame rank, though not of the ſame Cities. But theſe men of 
Cyrene and Cyprus, were they lawfully Called and {ent forth to preach ? 
Bl they - any ſpecial Calling? I conceiv they had for theſe 


Ons ;: " 
* Firſt, 


I Cn 


EE CEE IIIIETT De tg, 


intrude into the Office of Preaching in Chrift's Name: 


> 
Firſt, Becauſthey were the firſt that converted the people of Ar- 3.(oncluſ.. 


tioch unto the Faith, A&#. 11.21, 22,2 4. And God gave teffimonie to their Regſon x. 


word by figns and wonders, verſ.2 1. the hand of the Lord was with 
them, viz. to heal the ſick 8c. as was uſual in the ficlt proning of 
Churches. If they had not an ordinarie Calling , yet ſurely they had 
an extraordinarie one , becauſ their Do&rine was confirmed with ſigns 
following, Heb. 2.4. 


Secondly, Theſe wonder-working Preachers continued at Antioch, till Reaſon 2. 
Barnabas was ſent thither unto them from Jeruſalem to confirm the A&.rr.zz 


peoplein the Faith, theſe men continuing at Antioch, are expreſly called 
Prophets and Teachers, A#.131. Now there were in the Church 
that was at Antioch certain Prophets and Teachers , as Barnabas, 
and Simon called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene ; and theſe miniſtred 
unto the Lord, verſ.2. 


Thirdly, They that arecalled Prophets and Teachers, Ac}.x 9.1 are the Reaſon 3, 


werie ſame that fled and came firſt to Antioch and converted that people, 
At.11.19, For *cisfaid, verſ 20. that they were men of Cyprus and 
Cyrene that came firſt to Antioch andpreacbed, and one of them, AF.13.1. 
is Lucixe of Cyrene : Lucius therefore of Cyrene, (called a Propher, 
AFt.13.1.) was one of them that fled from Jeruſalem upon that Perſe- 
cution, A&.11.20. Hence gather that ſeeing they that preached at 
Antioch and converted them , were Propbets and Teachers : And they 
that converted the Antiochians were the ſame that fled from Jeruſalem 
upon that perſecution, therefore they that fled and preached were not 
men meerly Giftedzbut duly Called, 

Theſe Textual circumſtances give ſafficient ground to affirm that 
thoſe which preached upon that ſcattering, had ſom ſpiritual Cal- 
ling thereunto; far better grounds then can bee alleged to the 
contrarie. Put altogether thus : They all, i. e. they which had kept 
companie with the Apoſtles and were of the ſeventie, or of the con- 


verted Prieſts, They are they that preached abroad: 1.Becauſ they onely - 


are named : 2. Becauſ the ſeventie were appointed to preach in thoſe 
Places where they that were ſcattered, did preach : 3. Becauſ they were 


men approved by ſigns and wonders : 4. Becanſ ſom of them are 


expreſ]y Called Prophets and Teachers, beeing the very ſame men that 
came to Antioch,and fled from Feruſalem, Let the ſame bee ſaid of you, 
and then preach in God's name, elf ſuch a pattern will not juſtifie 
you, nor bee a fit parallel for for your ations. 
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26- © "No may uncalled and inordiined may;  - : 
3-Concluſ. . - Apollos was no ordained Miniſter, yet heepreached, 47. 18, 44: 
2.0bjeft. . Hee was an Autorized ublick Preacher in the Church of Corinth, 
Anſw. forwho is;Paul or Apollos,but Minifters by whom. yee believ, 1 Cor.z.. 
See me " 5. Paulſpeak's of him, as his fellow-laboregand ſteward of the myſteries 
- members ſet. of God 1 Cor.4 1,6. Yea, it ſeem's that Apollos did Baptize as well 


I J i 5 b X . © o « 
fy dug a8 preach, for the Corinthians were divided-into Sets according tothe 
* Tranſylvuenus Names and Number of them that taught, and baptized them, (71 Cor; 


againſt Chil- 1.12. ) as Paul's miſliking of them doe's import, verſ 13. were yee 

#nen-p.17. baptized into the Name of Paul ? And ſeeing ſom did call-themſclys 
by the name of Apollo, it follow's that hee did alſo Baptize from which 
=_ they would call themfelvs by the name of Apollo as others did: 
of Paul. 

"Its true :indeed, Apollos preached at Epheſus before hee came to 
Corinth, Af.18.24,27. But ſeeing wee read that hee was a Minifer, 
and'yet read of ns new Ordination received aſter his-coming to Co- 
rinth, wee muſt conclude, that hee was an autorized Preacher when 
hee preached at Epheſus. | 
Object. But hee knew onely the baptiſm of Jobn, 3. e: the Do&rine of 
Zobn > hee had been baptized onvely with water in the. name of 
rk, | 
Sol. What of that ? _ Yet hee might bee as true a Miniſter. of the New 
Teſtament as Fobn Baptiſt himſelf : for Jobn taught the people that 
they muſt' repent_and believ on Jeſus Chritt, and ſo hee baptized 
them, 45.19.4. The ſame Dotfrine did Apollos preach, AG. 18.25,28. 
Hee taught diligently the things of the Lord, and mightily con- 
vinced'the Jews. that Jeſus was Chriſt, . | 
The:Baptiſm of Jobn and of Chriſt diſtinguiſhed, Ad. 19. 4,5, are 

not two Baptiſms of water , but onely one with water which is called- 

| '  Fobits Baptiſm, Act. 19.3. and the Lord's Baptiſm, 6.8.16. But 

AQ.10.44, 46. Chriſt's Baptiſm in diſtinction from Jobn's, was che pouring forth of the 
holy Ghoſt upon. the Apoliles, and others in thoſe daies, as S.Peter- 
doe's expoundit, AG.11. 15,16. ſaying, Thatas Tbegan to ſpeak, the 
holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the beginning, then remembred £ 
the words of the Lord, how hee ſaid, Jobn indeed baptized with water, 
bur yee ſhall bee baptized with the holy Ghoſi—compare, eAF.8.15,. 
16, when Peter and John were com to Samara, they prated for ther, 
that they might receiv the holy. Ghoſt, for as yet;hee was fallen upon 


none of them, onely they were baptized. inthe Name.of the Lord: Jeſus.. 
T his 


/ 


zntrude into the Dffice of Preaching in the Name of Chriſt. 27 
This Baptiſm*of the holy Ghoſt ſhed on them, was uſually don by 3.Concluſ. 
the laying on not cf_ water, but of hands, A7.8.17. A.19-6. & 
Paul ſaie's 1 Cor.1 4-3 1. yee may all prophecie one by one, that all 3-Objette 
may learn , for the miniſtration of the Spiric is given to every 
one to profit withal , Chap. 12. 7. therefore all thar bee able, 
may preach, ; 
Paul's purpoſe there, is to give direftions concerning the uſe of *Anſms 
ſpiritual gitts, ſpecially that of Tongues and Prophecie ; And be- 
cauſ ſome uſed their gitts for oſtentation , not for edification ; there- 
fore hee tellech them, that in what kind ſoever -any gift manifeing 
the Spirit, is beſtowed on any man, it is to this oxe end, for the profit 
of all, Chap. 1 2.7. 
Secondly, Note that theſe gifts were diverſly diſtributed , not | 
given all to one, nor any one gift to all; but to one was given ! Cor.12,10; 
' to ſpeak with Tongues, to another Miracles, to ansther Prophecie. 
And every one might exerciſe his own gift, but not! anotbers, : Hee that 
had the gift of Miracles, might do his Miracle, but not go about to 
_ {peak wich Tongues, and hee that ſpake wich Tongues might not 
attempt to heal nor to Prophecie ; God gave not all theſe gifts to 
one, but one to one, another to another, dividing in parts to every ver 12. 
man as hee will. Prophecie was a chief gift, extraordinarily in- 
ſpired, as was the gift of Tongues or healing, and the Prophets E 
were they, which by a ſpecial and extraordinarie gift interpreted Pro- * Cor-14-3, 
phetical Scriptures to edification and cgaſolation ; Now Paul beein 
to regulate this gift, ſaith , yee may all prophecie one by. one, z.e. al 
that bee Prophets, all that have a matter revealed to them, (verſ3o0» if 
anything bee revealed to another that fitteth by,8&c.) All, ſuch may x Cor, 12329! 
take their turns in Prophecyiug, not any one elſ; for at Corintb,all were not | 
Prophets. 
This then 'is the plain meaning of that place, as hee that had not 
the gift of Tongues or of healing might not attempt to heal 'or to 
ſpeak with Tongues, ſo hee that had not the gitt of prophecie, mighe 
not undertake to exerciſe it. 
Thirdly, Becauſour men take theſe Prophets to bee ordinarie gifted 
Chriſtians, and fo their prafices imitable : 1 ſhall by three reaſo 


ns I Core14, | 


prove the contrary, viz. That prophecying in that place, wasan . 


extraordinarie,and not a ſtanding ordinarie gift in the Church. | 
1. Becauſ' S. Paul ſaie's of them, that they had ſom ſpecial matters Reaſon 1, 


revealed to-them of a ſudden, whilſt another was prophecying, they 
E 2 onely 
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Reaſon 2. 


Reaſon 3: 


0bjad. 


An(w. 


2 Pet. 2.0 


1 Joh-4-!. 


No may uwealted and unor dained may 
onely ſitting by, and not «ſing the help or operation of*any facultie of 
their own, as their wit, memorie, reading : they ſpake by divine in- 
ſpiration, like the old Prophets. 

2. And accordingly wee finde them in a rank and order of men ſet 
with the Apoſtles atove themof? eminent Gifted Chriſtians, 1 Cor. 12. 
28.firſt Apoliles ſecondarily Prephets—And as the Apoftles,ſo they bad 
their knowledg of the myſterie of Chriſt .by revelation, as Paul wit- 
nefſeth, Epbeſ 3.5. as it is now revealed to his holy Apoſiles and 
Prophets by the Spiriz. Prophecie therefore was no ſtanding gift, and 
Prophets were not ordinarie gifted believers, but a rank of men in 
Office above Paſlors. 

3- All theſe gifts (1 Cor. 14) were of the ſame nature for the 
manner of their Donation, and for their continuance, 1.e. to laſt for a 
time onely , wherefore. ſeeing the gift of Tongues and Miracles js 
ceaſed, the gift of Prophecie is alſo ceaſed, for this was given in the 
ſame manner,and placed among the extraordinarie gifts, 1 Cor. z 2.10. 
whereupon I conclude, that the Prophecying in the- Corinthians, is no 
pattern for the pratticeof our gifted Speakers, who, I preſume, have 
not the face to take the place of Prophets next to the Apoſtles above Evan- 

eliſts and Paſtors, —Nor to affirm that they have their knowledg 
by revelation [for then what need they plead their parts or gifts, ſeeing 
Infpiration or Revelation is not a facultie of the minde. ] And ſeeing 
the gift or prophecie is ceaſed, it is now a grols taking of the name to 
counterfeit it,as alſo it is to imidete the miraculous works of Chriſt and 
his Apoſites.. | 

If they had been inſpired, they: couſdinot bee fubje# to the judging 
of others, ſeeing they could not then err : But the Text faies, that 
the ſpirit of thoſe Prophets is ſubjeMunto the Prophets ; therefore 
they were but ordinarie men, 1 Cor.14-29-32. | 

This Argument foHow-snot becauſ the Apoſtles were inſpired and 
could not err, yet they ſubmitted their Dodarine to trial, 44.17.11. 
And becaul Satan ean transform himielt into an Angel of Eight, and 
his miniſters as the Miniſters of Chriſt ; and becaul as there were fa}ſ 
Prophets of old, ſo there ſhall bee falſ teachers among you, for this 
þ >, are commanded; to trie their ſpirits, i e. the DoArines pro- 
pounded under the name of the ſpirits inſpiration - And to prevent 
dilufions in this kind, God gave a gift of diſcerning of ſpirits, whereby 
to know a true Prophet from a falf, which ſpake for his own ſpiric : 
yea, the Prophets rhemſelvs had a ſpirit of judging', verſ 29. And 


therefore 


intrude the Office of preachiug in Chris Name. 29 
therefore it was ordained that the Dorine of every Prophet ſhould 3.Concluſ. | 
bee ſubje& to the Examination of other Prophets , who ought to 
judg by the Ruleof God's Word, whether that which wes ſpoken, were 
by the motion of God's Spirit, or by a ſpirit meerly bumane 3 and this 
was no diſparagement to thoſe Prophets , to have their DoQrine and 
Interpretations judged by others endued with the ſame Spirit. (Nam 
etfi bomo ſpiritualis 4 nemine judicatur , tamen qui a nemine Jjudicatur, 
judicatur & ſpiritu Dei.) Theſe Prophets were greater then the Ordinarie 
Paſtors and Do&ors, yet inferior to the Apoſtles and Prophets which |, ,,,, ;, 
were the Pen-men of holy Scripture,as that learned Dr Rainolds hath \, 1.;4 p.3c0, 
obſerved) they had indeed gifts and inſpirations more then ordinarie for 301,305, 
opening of Scriptures, but not the Spirit ſo inceſſantly aſſiſting them, 
as they had that wrote the Scriptures, Nathan though a Prophet, yet 
hee had not the ſpirit inceſſantly ſpeaking in him , hce ſpake out 
of his own bumane judgment and reaſon, when hee bad David to build 2 Sam. 7-3% 
the Temple, ſo did Samuel. judg concerning Eliab the eldeſt ſon of 
eſſe, 1 Sam.16.6,7. 
 Meminiſſc oportet (ſaith Dr Rainolds) dona ſpiritiss ſecundum menſuram 
hominibus diſtributa eſſe, & cum infint in ills primitie qnidem Spiritus 
SarTiyna eniam ineſſe reliquias ſpirits humani. Nemo autem novit,que ſunt 
hominis, niſi ſpirttus hominis ; Nec quiſpiam novit, que ſunt Dei, nift 
Spiritus Dei; Ttag, que tradunt viri Dei, Propbete bi, de quibus loquimur, 
profedta efſe poſſunt ab bumano, fpiritu, qui adbuc etiam in ills eſt, idcirco do- 

Erinam ſuam ſubmittere debent fratrum ſuorum examini & judicio, neq, enim 
omnia ſemper Deus ſervis ſuis revelat, ſed id quiſg, poteſt aliquando diceres 
quod Elizews, cm adipſum Shunamitis accederet, hoc Febova celavit meyneg; 
zndicavit mihi, ibi.p 3 05. 
[f their DoCtrine may bee judged, it may bee refuſed as beeing poſſibly » KinB+4 27+ 
ſubje& toerror, not when they ſpeak by Inſpiration, but becau(*tis poſſible, 
they might ſpeak by a humane ſpirit, or by a falſ ſpirit, and that coulil not 
bee known, bat by examination; therefore the £ poſtle will have thoſe 
Prophets Feaching ſubmitted to the judgment of others, that have the 
ipicit of Prophecie, that ſo by the barmonie and conſent of their r Cor. 14-37 
DeArines, the anitie of the ſpirit, by which they att ſpeak, may bce "= 
evidenced and approved. Now this could not befsl the Pen-men- of 
holy Scripture, who ſpake as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt, 
and not of their own ſpirits at any time when they preach't or writ 


any part of Scripture.  Whatſoever the Apoſtles preached or wrote, 
it is of Divine Autoritie,becauſ they wrote it. 


E 3 Some 


” 


3 Concluſ. -. 
Objet. 4- 


Anſw. 


.  Nomanuncalled and unirdained may 

Som be ſo inconfiderate as to plead for their pattern and warrant 
Chriſt's making Preachers of Fiſhermen; why therefore may not 
Tradſmen preach ? GS | 

Nothing can make more direQly againſt you : 1. Chriſt called 
them from their Trades to an higher imploiment to bee Fiſhers of men, | 
and they left their Trades to do this Work; But you ſay, keep 97 your 
Trades and preach too. 2.Chriſt, who is the Autor of the Minitterie of 
New Teſtament, Calfed them, trained them up in his School ag Diſ- 
ciples, then hee Ordained Twelv that they, ſhould bee wich him, that 
hee might ſend them to preach, Mark: 3.1 4.But you preach without 
any ſuch Calling, Training up, Ordaining or ſending. 3. Chriſt 
{ſcenc them out two and two to preach, and gave them power to heal the 
fick, cleanſthe Leapers, raiſ the dead, cait out Divels. Chriſt ex- 
abled them for the work which hee ſent them about 3 But you have 
no. ſuch miſſion,nor new abilities : Here is the difference between Chriſt 
and men, hee doe's not finde men fit , but make's them fit, and ſo ſends 
them 3 But wee muſt finde them fit , or elf not ſend them : Neither 
muſt any run before they bee ſent. Fer. 23. 21. I have not ſent theſe 
Prophets, yet they ran, &c. Theſe are the chief Arguments for 
preaching without Ordinarion, for farther ſatisfa&ion wherein, and 
of all Mr Chilenden's Objetions, I refer the Reader to that acute, ſo- 
lid ſhort Treatiſe, entituled, Church-members ſet in joint , written by 
Filodexter Tranſylvanus; and I the rather recommend that T reatiſc,be- 
cauſ my. people have grounded their Opinion and Pratice upon 
Mr Chillenden's Book. 


The 


—_ POET IT 
PIER GEO ON IAA fe AN: ig, VARIES Peat GEE ft Rte” 2 4; EL AC. Abe OSS es 


Infant-Baptiſrtuitified by virtue of God's Covenant withus, Tt 


mum 


———— 


The ſecond Queſtion. 


\ X | F Hether Baptiſm belong's and bee rightly adminiſtred to 
{ Infants of Chriſtian Parents in the New Teſtament? 
Afr? . 
Baptiſm is the firſt viſible Af of God's 'Grace whereby hee doth... 
receiv us into his fayor and familie : And the firſt viſible means where- 
by hee doth apply to. s by Word, Sign and Seal the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt for remithon of fins. Now the Queſtion is to whom this Seal 
of mercie doth belong. 
 Anabaptiſts have ſundrie pretences to ſcorn and deride Infant. bap- 
tiſm : in their account the Baptiſm of Infants is'no Baptiſm, becauſ. - 
according to Chriſt's Inſtitution: (as they conceiv) true Bapriſm, 
doth alwaiespreſuppoſe at3ual belief in the receivers,and is otherwiſe no: 
Baptiſm; therefore they rebaptize. - | 
Others allow of Infant-baptiſm , they eſteem it as an Ordinance! 
which Chriſt hath inſtituted in ſpecial love and favor to his people, 
onely they reſtrain this priviledg to: the Infants: of Parents who joyn 
thetlvs in Church-Covenant to- ſom particular Congregati 
My debate is with the former, who deny all Infant-baptiſm,the which, 
-- if It be proved to belong to any Infants, it is enough for my purpoſe ;; 
and the ſame Arguments which prove it tobelong ro Infants of this-or 
that Congregation, do prove it to-belong to the whole viſible Charch 
and their Infants ; it being a- vain pride and great-preſumption ta: 
make new conditions of Church-memberſhip, which God hath not made, 
and to aſcxibe to the inventions of men a- power to ſuperſede the Or-: 
dinances. of God, to calt both us and our Infants out of the Coye- 
nant ; us, that were baptized into that ont bodie., if wee ſubſcribe not to- 
theic Articles, and our children, becauſ wee ſubſcribe nor, thus 
making voide the Gemmandment of God, by the. commandments and; 
Ordixances of mien. | - 
| the rather force my ſelf to ſpeak ſomthing of this beaten point,be- 
cauſ there bee three yong heathens in: my Pariſh, and three "m— 
cad: 


— 


Infant -Baptiſen juſtified by virtut 
dead out of the Covenant,through their Parents frowardneſs. Now 
for the convincing and ſatisfying, if it may bee, of theirs, and other 
poor peoples judgmenis in the preſent Controverlie , I ſhall content 
wy ſelf wich five Arguments ; the firſt will depend upon a clear po- 
| ſitive Anſwer to another queſtion, viz. | 
Dueſt, Did God make the Covenant of grace onely with atfual Believers,or with 
. > them and their Infant-ſeed ? Did God take into Covenant the Parents 
” with their children or the Parents onely ? 
Anſw. Not the Parents onely, but wich them their Infant-ſeed ;. this is 
the expreſs Tenor of the Covenant,Gen.17.7. between God and Abrabam, 
between mee and thee, and thy ſeed, to bee a God unto you *: What 
ſeed meaneth hee? his  Infant-ſeed,verſ 12. Hee that is eight daies 0d, 
whether it beea child of thy loines; or of a ſtranger, a proſelyte, 
which is not of thy ſeed: this Covenant was firſt made with Abra- 
bam, Gen.12.3. wherein God promiſed that in his ſeed ſhall all che 


of God's Go. Nations of the Earth bee bleſſed, .e. in Chriſt ; And it was renewed 
venanr. with the Sign of Circumciſion added unto it,Gen.17.7,12. 
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Is Wherein-obſerv three things: 1. That the Covenant made with 
eAbraham was the Goſpel-Covenant, wherein bleſſedneſs was promi- 
ſed in and through Chriſt the promiſed Seed, for God preached the 
Goſpel to Abraham, when hee ſaid, In thy ſeed ſhall all Nations bee 
bleſſed, as S.Paul reaſoneth, Gal.3.8. the which Covenant, ſeeing it 
was 430 years before the Law, and not diſanulled by the coming of 
the Law, it was to endure till the Seed ſhould com to whom the 
promiſs was made, verſ 17. 19. and conſequently to the end sf 
the World , becauſ Chriſt came to eſtabliſh the Covenant made 


I 0.15.8. to the Fathers , and after Chritſt , no more changes to bee ex- 


; pected. | 
2, ">. Note, that the Perſons with whom that Goſpel-Covenant was 

made, were Abraham and his Infant-ſeed, and all Nations, even us 

"Engliſhmen and our Infant-ſeed, as appear's, Gen.17.4-12. My Covenant - 

is with thee and with thy ſeed in their Generations, and with the 

anger that is not thy ſeed, all - _ __ _ Ct Com- 

ared with Rom. 15. 8,5, Now I ſay, that Jeſas Chrilt was a 

Miniſter of ROLES i.e. of the Jews, for the truth of God, 

4 to.confirm the promiſes (of the Covenant) madeuntg the F athers, and 

that the Gentiles might gripe God for his mercie, -beeing made par- 

| takers with them of the fame promiſes, according as it is written, 

Rejoice yee Gentiles with his People, &c. Now this Covenant of 

promiſes 


5 
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of God's Cooinant with ws: 


promiſes made with the Fathers, Chriſt ſhould not confirm, bat clip and 
curtail it , if ſo great a part as all our Infants bee lett out and ex- 


37 


cluded : But if God take our Infants into Covenant, who ſhall dare— 


| ro exclude them ? of ave) <=,» 
tg 3. Note, when God at firſt gave that Covenant to Abraham andy” up. +... | | 
0 the Nations, hee gave withal a Commandment, that the TR 6 an ; 
/ mark of the | ; hee had taken . yd 1.4; 


nant it ſelf and the mark ofthe Covenant are alike extended to all the 


Pe en me , 


renewed and eſtabliſhed that Covenant in his own blood, though: hee 


| changed the Sign, yet hee repealed. nat that. Cammandment : Nay, hee war. 28.19] ] | 


| given to all Nations, without exception of a 

into Covenant : ſo that wee are under.a.twefald Commandment to Bap: 

13s of God who TriF mMgge Te C.QyERam d ga 
which is fl [9 of force, that it Chriſt the 


tize our Infa 
BH Lord of the "had. not. changed it, wee were ITbound” it tne” 
| day to bee Circymciſed; and ſeeing hee hath char 


mandment injoining one day of ſeven for an holy Reſt to the Lord, 
doth binde zs to obſery our Lords-day 3 the Commandment ſtand's of 
force, though the firſt day bee changed: ſo the Commandmen for 
ſigning of the Nations whom God received into Covenant and their 
ſeed, doth ſilt oblige us to ſet the New Seal upon them; eſpecially, 
— leeing wee are”again commanded by Chriſt ſo to do without any 
[/ N'<*. Onexception of Infants. Hence I thus argue, 


ſame perſons whether yong or old : Note farther , that when Chrilt,.- 


into Covenant, both Jews and Gentiles and their Infants : The CoveS *» |_ 
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th mal ( \[ that are taken into the Covenant of Grace, ought to receiy I, Arqument; 
W tr mw Rfjudicial Sign of the Covenant [what ever the Sign be, that on An Aatl 


won op Chule, ] and that according to the Commandment of God and 
ecrvicws oo Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

TU hed. Infants are taken into Covenant with: their Parents, as is 
J 6. proved; therefore by the Commandment of the Lord, they ought tore- 
ay +a of ceiv the Sign which God hath enjoined to bee uſed, and that Sign is 


-—r. Baptiſm: 
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Argwment 2. . 


Is 


Tofavte-Beptifen juftifed by, 
Or thus, 


If Infants. have a right to the Covenant and the initial ſign ther 
'then it is a wrong to. deny them. But Infants have a right to the Co- 
venant and the initial Sign theggof both by God's Original Grant. 


2en.17.11,14. And by Chriſt's cafirmation of that Covenant made 


. ſues, epmwitlithe Fathers, Rom. 15. 8. therefore it is-a wrong to deny it to 
a8 7 ; - | wry The Covenant, under which wee are is the Goſpel-Covenant, 
meife «Fmade long ſince with us Engliſhmen and our _ ſeed, with a command 


of giving them the Sign, which at firſt was Circumciſion , and now 


7 Sep Baprilin by the ' ſame Divine Autoritie. enjoyned , and commanded 
Eto bee. given without any exception. of any. within the Co- 


Ficp 2venant, 


My ſecond Argument is- grounded on AF. 2.38,39. then Peter 
faid, Repent and bee baptized, &c. In which paſſage - Scripture, I 
note three Things. EBay 

T1. Who the perſons were, of whom Peter ſaith, The promiſe is to 
you and'to.your children , they were a mixt multitude of many Na- 
tions,as- appears, ver{ 10. ſtrangers of Rome; Jews, Proſelyts, Creets, and 
Arabians. Note | 

2. What promiſe that 3s, of which S. Peter ſaies, it belongs to ſuch peo= 
hat yr their children, and is applied to his hearers as the ground of their 

ing baptized: It is that grand promiſe made to Abraham to bee a God 


to him and his ſeed, #742 yt:aie that Goſpel-promitls of good tidings, 


Objed. 


nſw. 


gratuitum Dei promiſſum, quatenzss opponitur legz, faith Beza; in a word,it 
ts that promils of bleſſedneſs , which conſiſts in remiſſion of ſins to bee 


obtained by the promiſed Meſſiah. 


Nay, Why-not rather underſtand it of the promiſeof the gifts of the 
boly Ghoſt-promiled Feel 2.27. andgiven by laying on of the Apoſtles bands, 
eſpecially becauſ-ir is ſaid in the. end of verſ 38. Bee baptized jind 
yee ſhall receiv the gift of the holy Ghoſt. / 

The promiſe here ſpoken of, cannot beeunderſtood (I-conceiy ) of the 
miraculous giſts of the holie Ghoſt. 1.Becauſ' Peter's bearers recoived 
2s ſuch gifts, and-therefore S, Peter. made no ſuch promiſe to thetn, for 


* doubtleſs they received what was promiſed. 2. Such a promiſe muſt 


here bee underſ}ood as belongs to Parents and their children, and to all 


_ - that (ball bee called to-the worlds end 5 But there is no ſuch promiſe in 


all the Scripture, that:the miraculous gifts of the holie Ghoſt ſhall fall 
upon Parents with their children, and all that. are to-.bee converted 
to the worlds end. 3. A promiſe of ſuch gifts ſeems not ſatably applied 

| co 


wirtue of God's Covenant and Commandment. 

to. Peter's hearers comfort ; for-their Queſtion: was, what ſhall wee 
do to bee ſaved? And Peter gives them 3 1. A dire&ion : 2. And a 
Promiſe : A direQion to repent, and to acknowledg Chriſt to bee head 
and foundation of the Covenant of Grace, and that life and remiſſion 


. of fins 1s in bis blood, whereof Baptiſm is the Seal: And then hee recites 


and applies to this comfort the promiſes of the Covenant, g.d. yee 
{hall receiv the benefit of the Covenant, remiſſion of ſins, and alſo 
the gift-of the bolie Spirit , the Seal: thereof ; thoſe BY motions now 


begun in your hearts,ſhall bee followed with increaſ of Sanftification 


of tpiritual light, of joy,comfort and affurance. This interpretation 
doth exa@ly agree with the Apoſtles diſcourſ, Gl. 3+ 14. where 
ſpeaking of the bleſsing of Abraham to com on the Gentiles, hee ſaith, 
that wee being delivered from the Curſe, and reſtored into God's 
Grace by Chriſt, ſhall- receiv the promiſe of the Spirit through Faith, 


.  4.e, the ſpirit of Grace (whichis the Seal of the promites of the new 


Covenant) 1be gifts of the holie Spirit which had been. ſo often, and ſo 


ſolemnly promiſed by the Prophets, Eſ. 44- 3. 1 will pour waterupon 
- him thar is thirſtie(as Peters hearers now were) and Floods upon the drie 


ground, I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine 
off-ſpring, and one ſay, ] am the Lords, and angther ſhall call him- 
ſelf. by the name of Jacob, with Ezek, 11.19.& cap.36.27. A new ſpirit 
will I put within you, I will cake the ſtorie heart our of your fleſh, 


and giveyou an heart of fleſh ; So that the gift of the Spirit in Peter's A8.32.382 - 
Sermon, and the promiſe of the ſpirit in the Galatians and in the Pro-« Gal.3+2,148 


pets, is all one thing for ſubſtance. OAnILD | 
As for that place Joel 2. 27. S. Peter expounds it, Ad. 2. 17. of 


_ the deſcending of the holy Ghoſt upon. the Apoliles in fierie 


Tongues, and it may ,well have relation to all thoſe, upon whom in 
like manner it did deſcend : But if any man conceivs, that that place hath 
a farther accompliſhment in the New Teſtament in the larger pouring 
forth of the gitts of the ſpirit of illumination and underſtanding in 
the myFeries of Chriſt, and his Kingdom more genzrally upon all forts 
and conditions of people, and in a greater meafure, ſo that all ſorts aud 
Jexes, now, ſhall have as much, or more light and illumination. then 
the Prophets had in the old Teſtament; the common light of the Ele& 
now under the Goſpel-ſhall' bee clearer and better, then that of pro- 
phecie of old, (according to that of Zach. 12.8. Hee that is feeble, ſhall 
bee s David and the houſ of David, as the Angel of the Lord.) 
1 ſhall not withſtand him,and fo that on of Feel in this large _ 
2 ot 
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" Tnſant-Baptiſm: juſtified by + 
doth contain a part of the promiſes of the new Covenant, whereof 
Baptiſm is a Seal. But as for thoſe miraculoas gifts of the holie Ghoſt, 
I no where finde them communicated with or annexed unto Baptiſm. 
Somtimes they were poured forth before Baptiſm received at the Apo- 
ſtle's preaching, as upon Peter's hearers that were withCornelius, AF.10. 
45 447. Somtimes after Baptiſm,by another Ceremonie of laying on of 


| hands,as A#.8.16,17: Af.19.6.Somtimes upon their fervent prajers, 


Zo 


Objett. 


Anſw, 


Do@, . 


as AF.4.31. And upon theſe confiderations it is, that I take the 
promils here ſpoken of and applied to - Peter's hearers and their 
children , to bee the promiſe ot bleſſedneſs made to Abrabam and 
all Converts: | 

The third thing to bee obſerved in Peter's words, AF.2.39. is this 


—*hat this promiſe, (bee it what it will)did belong as well to bis bearers 


children, as to themſelvs, (it is to you and your children.) 
rue Tay they, when they are in a capacitie to receiv the promiſs, 
z.e. to as many of our children as are called to afual faith, not of our 
Infants. | | 

This is a miſerable ſhife for thoſe words , | us many as the Lord our 
God fhall calf] are quite a new thing, clearly relating to another ſort of 
people, then his preſent hearers, viz. All that are afar off, which as yet 
never heard of Chriſt. "Fhoſe words do not exegetically expound to 
which of bis. bearers children-the promiſs did belong, as if Peter meant 
to tell them, to ſom of their cbildren it doe's belong not to others, buc 
by the very order of the Text, they point out others.that were afar off, 
in their ſeveral generations to bee called by the Goſpel, to whom ſaie's 
Peter this promiſe doe's belong, to them and their children, as well 
a to you, and your childrene The children then of Peter's Converts were 
within the promitſs.. 

Fourthly, Obſery Peter's reaſoning and argumentatisn, in this word 
For] verſ 39. where S.Peter give's a. reaſon of bis direfion, why thoſe 
hearers ſhould bee baptized, viz. becaul that grand promiſs of bleſſed- 
xeſs by remiſſion of fins, did belong to them; and upon this, asupon 
a principal foundation, he build's his Exhortation to them to bee _ 


tized ; the holy Ghoſt in that manner of reaſoning clearly teaching this 


Dofrine.viz.To as many as the bleſſings or promiſs of the Covenant belongs, to. 

"them alſo belong*s Baptiſm For therefore doe*s. the Sign belong to Peter's 

hearers,becauf the Promiſs did firſt belong to them. And by the like reaſon- 

ing , the ſame Apoſtle doth juſtifie bis Baptiſm of Cornelins and his 

Family, 44.10.47, 48.Can any forbid water that theſe my 
aptize 


/ belong, to them alſo belong's Baptiſm, the. Sign. thereof (by the Do- 
Ckri 


? Arine of St Peter and of Jeſus 


Reaſons uſed in Scriptures 
baptized who have received the holie Ghoſt as well as wee? And hee 
commanded them to bee baptized in the name of the Lord; which 
diſcourſ, if reduced to form of Argument, ſaie's this ; they that receiv. 
the ſame Grace are capable of, yea have right to,the ſame Sign; but Tnfants 
are capable of the ſame Grace (of the holy Ghoſt, and'of remiſſion of 
{ins,as ſhall bee proved anon ) therefore of right they are to receiv the ſam , 
Sign, i.e. the Sacrament of Bapciſmatfo> Meth: 19-ifis Ta 
The ſame Do#rine doth our Saviour teach, «ſing the ſame manner 
reaſoning; for the admiſſion of Infants to the outward fign of ble 


ſing, Mat.19.13,1 4. There were that brought unto him IneleThilp« G's, |. 
dren eMarHee Ten pan his hands on them and pray 3 — fo - I | 


ples rebuked them, bes 8 ſaid, Suffer little children to com un 
mee, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God : In which words obſfe 7 
x.Chriff's prafice : 2. The reaſon of bis Praftice : By his prattice, Hi 

admitted Infants to the outward fign of Bleſſing , though they underſtood not 

what was ſaid or don unto them, yet did Chriſt give them his Blefling,and 


- the Sign thereof ( hee laid his hands on them) contrarie to the 


carnal judgment of his Diſciples, who thought it a mockerje to give . 


praRice is this, Infants are 7ot excluded from the-Kinkdom of Heas mbol 


ven, therefore they are not to bee excluded from the outward Sign of | 


x <3 
Tufants a. Sign, which they underſtood not. 2. The ys of Chriſt's 7+ Aoi | 


But Gee 
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the right and entrie to ſuch a Grace. And if Chriſt did efteem it a ſuf-G8 $7197 1 1 
his Bleſſing , becauſ of ſuch 3s the Kingdom pl God ; then by the -_ | i 
rom > 'S x | 


cient reaſon, why little children ſhould bee admitred to the Sign of# 


reaſon, Infants muſt bee admitted to Baptiſm and not debarred 

the firlt Sign of entrie into Chriſt's Kingdom, viz. Becauſ the King ** 2 

dom of Heaven belong's to Infants before aftual Faith. wan g&vr4 2 9m who, 
Now if they will give us leav.to make uſe of Chriſt and his Apo= ; 

ſtle's manner of reaſoning, my ſecond Argument for Infant- Baptiſm y 

will bee this, | | 
All thoſe to whom the Bleſſings and Promiſes of the Covenant do 2 Argument. 


ſ himſelf.) 


But to Infants of believing Parents, the Bleſſings and Prorhifs of 
the Covenant do belong, before atfual Faith; therefore by the Do- 
Qrine of the holie Thot in Scripture, ſuch Infants: ought to bee 
baptized before actual Faich. | | 
The Major, or firſt part of this Argument, is the very reaſon of 


the Text : The Minor Propoſition,vis, that the Bleflings and Re 
© | O 
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»$  Infant-Baptiſm jaſtified by 
fthe Covenant do belong to Tiifants before atfnal Faith, is proved 
by theſe reaſons. 1.By the _ words of Peter, which ſay, the Pro- 


i .. ” 
| 4 miſe is to your children. 2. By the expreſs words of our Saviour, (of 
l 2M ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven.) 3. By example of Iſaac and Facob, 
| —_ they were children of the Promite before atjual faith, and had applied 
M1 unto them the Seal of the righteouſn*ſs of Faith. 4. Som Infants dy- 
Ado Ing are ſaved, they are members&t Chriit's Kingdom; theretore the 
x; «a Bleſsing of the Covenant, vis, Regeneration and Remiſfſion of {ins 
| *- + throtgh the blood of Chriſt, do alſo belong to them, for except an 
| ->-"Job-35: :-In off bee born again, and cleanſed by the bloud of Chriſt, hee cannot 
: 
| 


Heb. 9.22223« enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; But ſom Infattts 05 enter into Hea- 
ven; therefore ſom Infants are born again juſtified and ſanQified in the 
2: -. bloud of Chriſt. Now what hath the Anabaptift to except againſt this 
plain Dofrineof Scripture ? 
Objed.1, The Bleſſings of the Covenant belong to Ele& Infants, not to all : 
| Shall wee under that pretence baprize all in general? (This was 
obje&ed to mee in our Conference. 

-Jf Baptiſm belong but to ene Infant, it is enough to confute them who 
4 4.5.-—T. deny it to al}, a thy are. Infants. 2. And if it belong ro ſom 
4 Infants, why flot to all ? for who ſhall judg which are cle&cd and 
which arenot? Tt concerns not us to know who are and who arenot 
Ele&ed, becauſ the Sacraments do belong to the Ele, not as Eled, but 
viſible members and Profeſſors; upon which account S. Peter bap- 


—_— 
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# Iſmael though a reprobate, Eſau and all the children of the fleſh were 

# circumciſed. 3. Laſtly, by your reaſon, Men of years ſhould not bee 

baptized , hecauſ wee cannot tell whether they bee Elected , 

b | or not. | 

1 Objedi.2. But where have you any Example of children baptized? | 

There is no need of example when wee have the DoFrine of the 

holie Ghoſt for it, which is of greater Autoritie and force, then bare 
Example; Howbeit, the praftiſe of the Apoſtles may go for an Ex- 

Faple z their baptizing of whole houſpolds,is an Example of baptizing 
all within the houſ o1d and yong, that are not excepted; Even as un- 
der the name of Abraban's houſhold, are comprehended his Infants : 
Abrabam and his houſhold were circumciſed, ſo- the Jailor and his 
houſhold were baptized, the phraſe is the ſame, the caſe the ſame,and 

| - why not the perſons? 

| Objed. 3: Yea, but the Scripture ſaics, Go, Teach axd Baptize : and they w_ 

| | | gladiy 


tized Simon Mags : And Abraham by God's appointment circumciſed 


od mmm 


Reaſons uſed in Scripture, 


pladly received the Word, were baptized : and again they were baptized 


confeſling their fins; therefore men muſt bee capable of teaching of , . 


Faith and repentance before they bee baptized. 


Tis true, When wee fir bring the Goſpel to a People, they muſt nſw. 


bee firſt Taught, confeſs their Faith and their Repentance, and then 
bee baptized; But it as true, that when the Parents have received the Faith 
and are baptized, their children alſo are taken into Covenant. 
Thus Abrabam was firſt taught,and then circumciſed ; But his Infants 
were firſt circumciſed and then taught. This one Error doth much 
bemiſt your underftandings,you conceiy that the Covenant take's in 
oxely aciual Believers : That is indeed a part of the Covenant, but not 
the whole extent of it, as hath been proved. For as wee by deeds do, 
purchaſe and convey Lands holden in. Leaf or Copie to our children, , 
yea, to children which ſhall bee born , as well as to them that bee. 
already born; and though our children at that age knew not what theio 
Fathers did for them , yet when .they come to age, they claim thoſe 
Lands by virtue of the Land:Lord's Grant and Seal annexed, paying. 
their Rents and doing their covenanted Services and Homage : So 
doth the great Land-Lord of Heaven pur both us and our children into: 
the Copie of Heaven, and confirms it by Seal of Baptiſm ; And when our 
children com to have Faith, they may claim the good things cove- 
nanted by virtue of God's Grant and Covenant made with 
their Fathers, they performing the conditions of their Father's Co+ 
venant, 

_ wy Scripture I proceed to ſom Reaſons for. Infant-Bap- 
tiſm, ; 

Infants are capable of the thing ſignified in Baptiſm, viz. of the blood 
of ſprinkling; therefore of Baptiſm ir (elf: If have the thing 
ſngned which is the greater, why. ſhould they bee debarred the Sign 
which” is the leſs ? It cannot bee. denied them upon any juſt ground 
of Faith: or Reaſon. 

Yes, Say. they, becauſ Infants have not Faith nor Repen- 
tance, 

You muſt add: 1. that have not Faith, nor ever will comto have 
Faith. 2. You muſt add that they have not Faith nor gny. other means 
of applying Chriſt's blood, elf your exception is not ſufficient :, In men 
of years, it is applied by the Spirit of God, and by Faith in Infants 
by the Spirit alone, which is given unto them. It is the Application of 

| Chriſt's 


Reaſons 1+ 


Objef. 
An(w. 
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Reaſon 2. 
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Tofant-Baptiſm juttified by 
*Chrift's righteouſneſs that juſtifieth us, not ovr Ad of apprehending it 
:the thing applied, not or AG of applying : God by his Spirit in Infants 
doth all things on our part , which Faith ſhould do. Fob. 3.'$, the 
wind bloweth where it liſteth, thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 
-but canſt not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth ; ſo is 
everie one that is born after the ſpirit, i. e. As the power of 
'God js ſeen in the wind moving the ater, fo it is in the 
changing 'and renewing of us, though the manner bee bid from us. 
Thou knoweft not what is the way of the Spirit, nor how the 
bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child, Eccleſ.11.5 , 
Fhus much wee know from Chriſi's own mouth, that Infants are 


- Bleſſed, for bee bleſſed them, Mar. 10. 16- Shall wee denie it be- 


caul wee know "not the manier bow they are bleſſed? Or , ſhall 
wee deny them to bee reaſonable creatures, becauſ wee cannot 
diſcern in them the uſe of reaſon? Or, ſnall wee deny them to 
bee ſinners, becauf they know not what the Law 5, nor what 
the tranſgreſſion of the Law is? Wee need not trouble our ſelys 
about the manner how Chriſt's righteouſneſs is applied to them, 


ſeeing God is as gracious to apply unto them the righteouſneſs of 


the fe.ond Adam, as in juſtice hee did the fin and condemnation of the 
firft Adam. 

2. That Exception about Faith and Repentance is no more 
a. barr againſt the Baptiſm of Infants, then againſt the Cir- 
cumcifion of Infants, forafmuch as in Circumciſion were re« 

uired all the ſame qualifications , which you ſay are required to 

aptiſm, viz. the inward Circumciſion of the heart. 

Little children, muſt bee brought unto Chriſt and none forbid 
them , and by ib 


tiſm they do com unto bim, where the Miniſter 
in Chriſt's ſtead receiveth them, and bleſſeth them, and the Lord fealeth 


_ up'tinto- them their receiving into his favor and grace for his ow; 


mercies ſake without any merit of ours: 

Chriſt confirmed the Covenant made unto the Fathers, Rom.15.S. 
Hee bettered it and no way worſted it : And when hee comman- 
ded a new Seal to bee ſet in ſtead of Circumcifion , hee did it 
without altering the ſubſtance of the Covenant in the leaſt degree; 
but now the very ſubſtance of the Covenant would bee altered to the 


 worſ,, if ſom perſons formerly received into Grace, ſhould by Chritt 


bee excluded; yea, and Believers children are in worſ ' conds- 
tion 
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their condition after Chriſt is wor 
- bee looſers by becoming Chriſtians ? This, no ſober man 


Reaſons drawn from Scripture; 
tion ther! in the Jewiſh Church , which to affirm, were noe 
onely derogatorie to Chriſt's Grace, but Scripture it 


ſelf, which ſaith, Epbeſ. 3. 6. . that the. Gentiles are Fellow-. 


heirs with the Fews , and of the ſame bodie, and partakers of 
his Promiſe in the Goſpel ; of which they are not partakers, 
ner Fellow-beirs, if ſo great a part of the Gentiles as their chil» 
dren ſhould bee ' excluded. The Infants of Jews and Pro- 
ſclyts at the coming of Chriſt had intereſt and right to the 
Covenant of Grace : And if that right bee taken away, then 

f then before : Shall they 


will afficm : Neicher is this a complaining againſt God but 
againſt them, who- would cxclude, whom the Lord hath not 
excluded : God's grace is not ſtraitned by Chriſt's coming 3 there- 
fore our Infants are not excluded. | 


Our laſt Reaſon is grounded on 1 Cor. [ L4, The Apo- Reaſon 3. 
O 


file there ſpeaks of ſuch, an Holineſs, whic ngs ts the 
Corinthians children from this ground, that one of the Parents is a 
B:liever, and whereof the children of Parents beeing both un- 
believers - are 'not capable, but remain unclean : Now this 
cannot bee meant of a civil holineſs or.cleaneſs, for ſo the 
children of unbelieving Parents were -holie, as well as the 
children of Believers, ſeeing bolie Matrimonie is not an Or- 
Ginance peculiar to the Church : And no where in Scripture 
are children called bolie, becauſ their Parents are joined in 
bolie JYedleck, and may lawfully live together : But it is 


F:deral ho- 


meant of a Federal bolineſs, whereby the cbildren are joyned jj nf what? 


with God in Covenant, dedicated to his Service, have right 
to the means of ſalvation, and the ſacrament of Baptiſm, 


and —_ they are diſtinguiſhed _ Heatbens , Turks, and Apolleius, 


ſuch other. Infidels. *This Fed?ra 
the Parents to the children, not by Generation-or Legiti- 
mation, but by the merciful will of God , whereby hee pro- 
miſeth to bee a God to them and-their Seed. Thus the 
whole Church both yong and old by virtue of God's Co- 
venant with them, are ſevered from other Nations , dedi- 


cated to God's pure Worſhip and Service , and for that cauſ 


are_counted holie, Deut. 14-1; a. Thou art an bolie people unto 
G 


the 


holineſs is transferred from P-34- 


wt — A: —— 00S Er wt 


P 


Dueſt, 


| enſm, 


Objet. 


_Of Chrift ex- 
4 led, p.166. 
Anſw. 


Calvin.in toc. 


tt 


partie might reſt aſſured , that their abode together, and the uſe 
of their marriage is not polluted, but acceptable in the fight 
of God. | 

The ſan&ification of the Wife is but a civil ſanfification 
in that place, '#.' e. ſhee is ſanRified/ to his uſe, that hee 
ought not to: put her away. Again, the holineſs there ſpoken 
of, is a fruit of that ſanification of the Wife, whereof it will fol- 
low, That ſeeing the effe& cannot” bee greater then the Cauſ, 
the Cauf cannot produce a greater effect then it ſelf, the Cauſ 
beeing onely a civil ſandification, the holineſs of the children mult 
bee the ſame, thus argueth.Tho-Collier, | 

x. The queſtion was', Whether the Believer were polluted 


' by his unbelieving Wife; the Apoſtle faje's, No, quia pluris 


eſt pictas unius ad -ſanfiificandum conjugium, quam alterius im- 
pietas 


. Gs "A Cr rt —_ 


& 
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by Reaſons drawn fron Seriptube. 
pietas ad inquinandum, i.e. the faith of the Believer is of 
greater force to ſandifie their preſent cohabitation, then the 
unbelief f the other ts pollute it. This hee mono from a greater 
effect and fruit of the Huband's faith, viz. The holineſs of the chil- 
dren born of ſuch a Husband by ſuch a woman. The chil- 
dren are holy, not onely civilly, as beeing born of lawful 
Wedlock,, but federally as beeing ſevered from all children of 
unbelievers by ſpecial prerogative, holy to the Lord, con- 
ſecrated unto him, whereas by nature they were. Aliens and 
unclean; according to thatof Paul, Rym-11.16. if the root bee 
holy, ſoare the branches, 

The faith of the believing partie ſanCtifieth {the unbelieving 
Wife to bear not onely a lawful , but an holy Seed; yea , it 
ſanfifie's the children and fevereth them from the common 
condition of other children, | which are prophane and-un- 
clean, without the Church, without God-in the World. ' 

2. Note, That the Holineſs of the child received from one of 
the Parents believing , is, mare then the ſandification of the Wife 


. by her believing Huſband , becauſ ſuch a Wife is not taken in- 


to Covenant with her husband, but the child is ; and.there- 
fore the Apoſtle faie's not, that ſuch as is the ſandification of 
the Wife; ſuch is the holineſs of the child : But thus, Such 
as is the bolineſs of the believing partie , ſuch is: the . childs ho- 


lineſs in reſpe& of Church-memberſhip 3: and ſo the faith-of 


the believing Husband is the cauſ of beth theſe effes, viz. That 


his coupling with his Wife is not *mptire,. and alſo. that bis * 


children are holy :. And this latter an evidence of the former. 
And thus the holineſs of the childe is a fgn-of the mother's ſan- 
Aification to holy :cohabitation ,: and: an effed' of. the, Father's 
Faith by virtue of God's Covenant:To have ſaid, That their 
children were lawful, was no more then to, have ſaid, That 
their marriage was lawful, which'- was not- the queſtion ; 
Bat to ſay, that the childcen of their lawful marriage were 
boly, This did inferr not onely the lawfulneſs of. their marri- 
age but the ſanfified Uſe : As Mr Baily hath well oblerved,of 

Anabaptiſm, P- 138. FF :: *ift1 Labinty 
Laſtly, It by holy, be: onely meant. a civil holtneſs , then 
on the contrarie, by unclear, muſt bee; meant a civil many 
| G 2 _ But 
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Infants- Baptiſm: ja#ificd by 
But” when Payl ſaie's ( eff were your children unclean) his-in- 
rent. is not, to make them all as an wnclean birth and impure 
of-fpring, which were born at Corinth of unbelieving Parents; 
but to thew that they are not comprehend:d within God's 
Covenant : And ſo when hee faie's, (ut now are they holie,) 
hee 'notes ſom prebeminence of the children of Chriſtians 
/above the Heathens children : Though in civil.refecs, in re- 
ſpe& of a lawful birth, both ſorts.of children were eqaal', 
yet that civil- holineſs: eeing common to, both, there. is a prebe- 
minence. of: the Chriſtians child above the Heathens. The child 
of an Infidel at Corinth is to day axelean. and the next day 
helie , in caſe his Parents tarn Chriſtians; And what's. the 
reaſon of this- To ſudden alteration} It muſt needs bee in 


-regard of the Covenarm into which che partie now believing 


is taken with his children, his «nbelieving Neighbor with his 
children ſtill remaining unclean : Hence I conclude with 
Calv. in loc. Seeing our children are exempted from the com- 
mon condition of loſt mankind, and-admitted into God's Church 
and Family , Cur eos a fieno arceamu.2- upon what reaſon can 
wee drive them from the ſign of their admittance 2 

&.Jt is (faith a Learned man) God's great: Work to 
& Church the World, and the Divel's counter-work. is , to 
& FHeathenize the Church. It troubles the Divel much, that 
&:children from their infancie ſhould bee under an Fngape- 
6 ment co receiv nurture and admonicion in the Lord, to frequent- 
& the Ordinances-and to-own Jelus Chriſt by an external pro- 
& feffion, if hee could+buc contriv-to prevent. their coming into 
& that Engagement , hee might hope more eaſily to keep them 
< out when they are grown up,then-to work them -out, ({o grown. 
* up) to a renouncing of Cheiftianigie > which yer: hee hath. 
* brought ſom unto. 

For a cloſe of both the queſtions bith?rto debated, I defire to 
bee refolved by our Adverſaries, What is meant by the do- 
rine of Baptiſm, and laying on of bands, reckoned up among the 
principles of Chriſtian Religion , Heb. 6. 2. By laying on of 
Hands, muſt bee undzritood, either the rite of confirma- 
tion, which ſtood 1. In inftruFion and examination of thoſe 


ho ha1 bcen baptized Infants, 2, And in Praying for them, 


that 


Seft.13. : 

Or ſecondly, by impoſition of hands muſt bee nnderſtood:a 
Rite or Ceremonie uſed in the Ordination of Miniſters. Now 
chuſe which ſenſ you pleaſ; if the later, then you confeſs that 
- Ordination Is a Scripture-principle , to bee. acknowledged of all 
Chriftians, and fo you yield our firſt: queſtion 3 if the former 
ſenſ, then you acknowledg Tnfant-Baptiſm to bee a Scripture 
principle , fit for all min to imbrace; and ſo geo yield our 
later queſtion : But why may wee not underſtand this laying on 
of bands in both reſpes ? and ſo conclude both points ? judicent 
doi. It is neceſſarie for all men to bee inſiructed and catechized 
in theſe ſix Principles of the DoCtrine of Chriſt, and to believ. 

1. That wee muſt Repent of all our fins, which are dead 
works, and: turn from threm to ſerv God in newneſs: of- 
life. 

2. That peritent perſons muſt believ in God and reſt on his mercie 
in Chriſt _ ſalvation. 

3. And, (for the grounding of peefle- in Religion) that they 
bee inſtrufted concerning 54 = ch uſe pm, fignification of : 
Baptiſm, whereby wee arebaprtized and plant:d into Chriſt, to bee Rom, 6.3, | 
partahers of the benefits of bis death. | - 

4- And farther to bee infiruded, that by laying on of hands, our 
baptized Infants ought to bee trained up in the knowledg and fear 
of the Lord ſeaſoned with the principles of Chriſt's Religion; and 
that for their good and the inſtrudtion of the whole Church, and for 
right dlipencing of Goſpel-Ordinances, and the means of ſat 
vation, it is neceſſarie that a ſucceſſion of Miniſters -bee Ordained , 
_ gathering and ' perfe&ing the Saints till wee all. meet in 

eaven. | 


G 3 | | 5. And 
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. $5. And that all Chriſtian people bre taight to believ the 
Reſurre&ion of the dead. | 
6. And the laF judgment, whereby all men ſhall be judged, and 
eternally. diſpoſed of , according to that they have don in the bo- 
die, whether it bee good orbad. | 
O Lord our God, God of all Grace , Father of all mercies, 


vouchſafe for thy Son's ſake,to open all our underltandings,thar 
wee may concely and bow all our hearts to imbrace all ſaving 
Truthes : And let us never bee of the number of thoſe that {trive 


or rebel againſt thelight. 


Sdli Deo gloria. 


